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WELCOME to our Summer Newsletter. In this edition, our lead article is by Murray Marr and holds a
riddle. The article is in two parts, here is part one; part two will be in the Autumn Newsletter.
Also included are details of the LOGO Competition, plus two walks which we are proposing to lead on
Midhurst Common. There is alsoa Date for your Diary, being the Annual General meeting.

New Pond allotment weeds: Two Wild Pansies and Ribwort Plantain. Photo: Andrew Young

Two Thoughts

Which is the odd one out: the
plantain, the broken willow pattern
pieces, the two wild pansies (in the
picture) or a superstition about
goblins? Broken willow pattern
crockery, weeds like plantains and
pansies are frequent on this quarter
acre allotment which was enclosed
from the ancient heath land of
Midhurst Common in 1835. A thin,
dry, sandy soil is its infertile legacy.
In complete contrast, a few yards
away, there is a deep quaking
swamp of tussock sedge and moss -
luxuriant amongst derelict willow and
alder trees - a place where few
people ever go. But in 1996 Rob
Scaife, Nick Branch and their
students from the University of

London negotiated the site and cored the deepest spot they could find. It took two strong people to haul
the half metre samples from the sucking mud. Then there was the moment of expectation as the
stainless steel borer was carefully opened. The spectacle was compelling: rich bands of darker or
lighter peat, separated here and there by creamier coloured sand lenses, gleamed like a very large
multi-layered chocolate gateau. This 'confection' was then decorated by the occasional black and
shining leaf, twig, cone or piece of wood. They looked as if they had been placed there yesterday. In
fact the base of the mire had evidence for tundra plants that grew here after the ending of the last Ice
Age 10,000 years ago.

The sampling team retrieved over four metres of sediment, all of it completely saturated and
airless which meant that organic preservation,Jurned out to be excellent at the microscopic level. For
example, the scientists found on analysis, that wheat pollen started to appear two metres from the
bottom of the mire. This depth, in relation to two carbon dates, suggests that the dawn of agriculture
occurred around 5000 years ago at Midhurst. Later, during the Bronze Age, other signals in the core,
such as the sharp drop in total tree pollen with a simultaneous rise in various heather pollens, show a
forested landscape giving way to extensive heath land. The carbon date here, for this event is 600 BC.
From then on a detailed story continues to unfold right up to the present. Such a timeline is
extraordinary because centuries of peat extraction for fuel has destroyed or corrupted most of these
natural archives in the South East of England. In addition, the widespread draining of wetlands has
caused the desiccation of their organic sediments which eventually oxidise and turn to dust. These
threats, at least in relatively recent times, have been countered by the flooding of the site in about 1800
when New Pond was created by damming a stream. It runs across the centre of the mire and also



happens to be part of the old pre-Norman and southern limit of the parish of Easebourne. This border is
affirmed by the survival of a few place-names in the remnants of the Cowdray archives: Magnus Cross,
which probably means a large way marker; Stone bridg, its remains are under the peat; The peate
moore, the name for this particular spot; Home bush, probably a lone holly wood on a small outcrop of
the Gault clay in an otherwise continuous expanse of open sandy heath.*

Magnus Cross itself has long disappeared. However, its earth platform may still persist in the
form of an anomalous protrusion on the corner where the bank running west along the Bepton road
from Frogmore meets the bank running north from Pitsham Gate. The name is curiously part Latin and
gives a sense of being ancient. Like the other place names, it belongs to the era of the perambulation
or the beating of the bounds and so could be as old as the founding of the first church at Easebourne.
However, since many Sussex churches stand on pagan sites, the edges of their parishes could even
predate the advent of Christianity. It is then possible to imagine that these names might be tracing a
pre-existing Celtic Iron Age boundary. If that were true then this bog may have other secrets.

Unlike us, the Celts revered mires and watercourses and often chose such areas on the outer
limits of their settlements as sacrificial burial sites. This has resulted in generations of peat cutters
across Northern Europe, on rare occasions, digging up strange cadavers with perfectly preserved, hair,
nails, skin and internal organs. But the acid conditions that cause this mummification of soft tissues can
also dissolve bone, thereby producing a distorted and shrunken corpse---a grotesque and inexplicable
other being. Legends about "bog people", goblins, elves and similar creatures are widespread here in
Britain and abroad. Such beliefs may, in part, come from these haunting discoveries which would have

. occurred, and still sometimes occur, in the wet and desolate hinterlands separating communities.
Maybe New Pond or rather, the isolated Peate moore, situated at the meeting point of three parishes,
is one of these sacred sites.

(Speculation about Iron Age culture doesn't help with the riddle but the answer is in the next newsletter. The key is iron's close
relative - the first metal to be discovered in historical times.)

* Home is probably a variation on holm, an old name for holly. More contentiously, bush may actually mean a wood because of a
possible derivation from the Old French bos or bose, variations of bois, A solitary bush is a transient feature in any landscape. Therefore a
small boundary wood seems more likely.

LOGO COMPETITION
This competition is aimed at young people up to

the age of 16 years. Our present logo was
originally created by Mr Max Wholley. The logo
as been in use for a good many years and it was

generally felt that it would be appropriate to
refresh the logo. All details of the competition are

on the WELCOME page of the website
(www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk). Please
encourage any young person you know who
lives, or has any relationship with Midhurst to
take part. The Rules and the competition page

can be downloaded. Should there be any
problems, or there is a lack of access to a
computer, please phone (01730) 812256,
leaving a name and contact number and
arrangements will be made to forward the
details. The competition deadline is the 1st

October 2014.

HEATHLAND HAPPENINGS
SECRETS OF THE HEATH

Weekend 30th and 31st August
Petersfield Heath (behind the pond).1Oa~pm

HEATHLAND FORUM
Liphook Golf Course

Thursday 18th September.
Further details and registration contact

dan.cornell@southdowns.gov.uk

SEPTEMBER SHORT WALKS
Chatting to people during the course of the year,
it appears that there are quite a few who either
do not walk on Midhurst Common, or have not
walked on the Common for quite some
considerable time, for various reasons. The
general consensus has been that we offer two
led walks for anyone who would like to come
along and would feel more comfortable walking
with a group, rather than on their own.
To this end, we are offering these walks on
Sunday 21st September.
One walk will be a short stroll, the other slightly
longer and covering more of the Common. It is
hoped that these will also introduce people to the
work which has been undertaken by the
Volunteers over the past 2/3 years.
The short walk will commence at 10.30am on
Sunday morning and the slightly longer walk
we will do on Sunday afternoon at 3pm.
This will enable folk to take part in both if they
wish. These walks are totally free. Bring friends
along as well

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Our Annual General meeting will be held this
year on Thursday 6th November at Capron
House. Our speaker this year is Dave Rudwick,
who many of you will know. More details will be

in the Autumn Newsletter.

Website: www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk E-mail: friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
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