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Why are there pigs on the common?
Join us for a walk and talk at Woolbeding Common, Saturday 10th May, at 10.30 am.

The concept of rights of common probably dates at least from Saxon times. The people
owning these rights are known as commoners. Although taking various forms, rights are based
on an entitlement to take part of the production of someone else's land. That someone else, the
landowner, was usually the Lord of the local Manor. It is the past or present existence of these
rights that gives meaning to the phrase Icommon land' and the statement that a piece of land is a
common.

The origin of anyone right may be obscure, but in many cases a right has been shown
to attach to the occupation of a particular property. Many years back people lower down the
social scale often needed such rights to enable them to survive: and grants of rights were made,
sometimes in return for obligations to be met or duties to be performed.

Rights of common became registerable under the Commons Registration Acts 1965.At
Woolbeding rights have been registered as attaching to 11properties. All have grazing on the
common and most have rights to take dead wood, bracken, peat and turf. Some have registered
pannage for pigs. Various grazing animals are identified (and their numbers have to be stated).
Two commoners even claim to keep birds, including turkeys, on the common. It does not follow
that rights claimed and recorded are much used, if at all, but animals are still grazed on many
commons up and down the country.

Public access to commons only came-about under Acts of Parliament passed in relatively
recent times.

Gerard Ryan.



As many of you will be aware, the Litter Clearance scheduled for Wednesday
April P'" was "postponed". This was due to the fact that, after a day's foray on the
Common, searching for litter to be cleared, I found there was not enough to warrant
a full scale litter clearance day, this possibly being due, in part, to the dark days of

winter. This is excellent news, as it is an indication that the regular litter picks we have undertaken
twice yearly over the last few years are now paying dividends. Since the first organised litter
clearance, when we could have filled a 10-ton truck (well almost), last autumn we were down to
no more than 8 to 10bags. The litter bags, gloves and litter pickers are loaned to us by Chichester
District Council and when we have completed our task, the Council organise a collection of the
rubbish we have accumulated from a predetermined location. The system works very well and has
proved very supportive.

My grateful thanks, and those of the Committee, go to all those who come out regularly on
our clearance days and to those who never fail to take a bag out with them when they go walking
on the Common and pick up bits of litter to help keep the Common tidy. Such actions show that
as members of the Midhurst community, we care about our Common Land and are willing to help
maintain a litter free environment for everyone to enjoy.

I have used the word "postponed" in case we need to organise an intermediate summer
clearance. We are coming into the time of year when the Common will be used extensively, when
the sun is shining and evenings are long. If, therefore, you should find amounts of litter which you
consider necessitates prompt action, please telephone me on (01730)816752and I will organise an
impromptu litter pick with other members of the "Friends" who are able to join me. Should the
answer-phone be on, please leave your name and 'phone number and I will return your call.

Our next scheduled litter clearance day will be Wednesday 8th October.

Litter Clearance on Midhurst Common

Sussex Pathwatch and Midhurst Common.
Sussex Pathwatch is a scheme which was launched in May 2006. It is supported by Sussex

Police, the South Downs Joint Committee and West Sussex County Council, to monitor and protect
Rights of Way,Open Access and Common land from those who unlawfully use motorised vehicles
on these areas. It therefore applies to Midhurst Common, being an area of open access, having
many Rights of Way and being Common Land.

We need your help to combat the use of Midhurst Common by motorcyclists who abuse the
area and ask you to keep a record of the telephone number below. Please contact this number -
which is the Police switchboard in Lewes - to report any motorised activity you become aware of
on Midhurst Common. Despite notices displayed by the Police, motorcyclists are still using the
area and riding on the Rights of Way.If possible, obtain details of the number plate (if there is one
it will be on the back of the motorcycle), or a general description of the motorcycle and the rider
and report these details. The more people who telephone the police, the more likely it is that action
will be taken.

It is important that this activity be brought to a halt for the safety of pedestrians exercising
their right to walk freely on the Common and.for the protection of the Common itself.

If you would like a card to carry in your pocket, one can be obtained from Frasers, North
Street, Midhurst. .

Thank you for your help
with both these items.

SUSSEX

PATHWATCH
Information to report

Jean Hicks.
If you see AH'Y Illegal or Irresponsible off-road vemcie

activity. please report to Sussex Police on

• Date and time
• Location
• Registration number
• Description of oerson/s

• Description of vetucle/s
• How you felt
• What happened

0845 60 70 999 Tbanl: you for your help
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or report 10 the website:
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