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THANK YOU to all those of you who completed the questionnaire before our AGM in
November 2013. The comments were very positive and the overall majority are very much in favour of
the FRIENDS OF MIDHURST COMMON continuing. There were also some very positive comments
and suggestions, which will be discussed at one of our committee meetings during the year.
Our grateful thanks are extended to both Gerry Ryan and Mike Edwards, who both retired from the
committee at the AGM but who, over many years, have contributed significantly to the FRIENDS OF
MIDHURST COMMON in a great many ways. We hope they will continue as members.
We are pleased to welcome 4 new members to our committee, which comprises of (continuing
members) Jean Hicks, Wendy and Philip Pegler and Murray Marr and our new members, Helen
Burden, Mike Sharpe, Peter Copeland and Steve Granger.

Return of the Kingfisher? By Mike Balmforth
I always think that we have some hidden gems on Midhurst Common and I have long
admired the ponds. I regularly patrol along the margins and beaches of each one ,and
all three have distinctive charms throughout the seasons. As many of you no doubt
know, they attract-,because they are a vital facility - various forms of wildlife,
specially dragon flies, slow worms, herons and only last November I was privileged
to catch a flash of Kingfisher in the pond closest to the industrial area (let's call this
'A' for the time being)

Of special interest to me (and the Kingfisher) is the aquatic life i.e. the fish and
reptiles which can be found in all three ponds, where I have observed in the summer
months shoals of roach and I think some young carp, who feed no doubt on the frog
spawn and then myriads of black tadpoles seen at the shallowest parts. These are healthy signs (there are one or
two goldfish but these do not seem to have cross bred and dare I say it could prove easier and alternative prey for

the waiting herons.)

In the dry summer of last year, as the water levels fell
significantly, the pond weed loomed larger than in
previous years, seemingly choking up to 90% of the
surface as the water levels receded. I am informed that
, this also is shared with two rarer pondweed species such
as Fennel and Mill foil .The chief culprit is, according to
Bruce Middleton of South Downs National Park
Authority, is a well documented invasive non-
indigenous species New Zealand Pygmy weed Latin
name Crassula Helmsii a-k-a Australian swamp
stoneweed.

This plant has a de-oxegenating affect, which in turn has
adverse affects on all the ponds creatures especially
fish.This undesirable species of pond weed is a common

UK wide 'pest' according to the Environmental Agency and as far as I am concerned can be likened to the land
based invader -yes you guessed it -rhododendron. But wait, there is yet another would-be invader -apparently two
clusters of Japanese knot weed have been identified- but these fortunately are on SDNP Ranger Angela Ward's
hit list!

I have discussed the threats to our ponds and potential methods of removing the choking weed and I am glad to
report it is recognised as a part of the overall management plan being worked on by both the Friends ofMidhurst
Common and SDNP, and to be discussed with the landowners in due course. Left to my own devices I'm all for
getting a good grappling iron and hauling it ashore, but as Bruce and Angela caution this will not eradicate it as it
can multiply as rapidly as rhododendron and we would sacrifice the good stuff alongside this monster!



Therefore the first essential step in the overall management plan is a survey, so that all the waters and surrounding
environs can be assessed to help decide best course of action, given the limited resources for sustained
management.

On a personal note it saddens me when I see old car wheels and tyres ,bottles and plastic bags thrown onto the
edge. On the beach of pond 'B' when water is at a lower level than today, a nasty concrete block complete with
rusty protuberance reveals itself (is it part of the quarry's legacy or a monument to someone's stupidity?) -
practical removal suggestions welcome!

Last summer I observed for the first time an angler on the deeper and narrower beck of pond "B" who left behind
wretched engangled nylon line and litter-but it must be
said that it is unusual for these hobbyists and breaches the
code of good angling.

How satisfying it would be to see more rare birds attracted
like Kingfishers and perhaps sand martins on our beautiful
common. So what of the summer of2014?, Well, I guess if
you are a bat, plentiful supplies of mosquito in the evenings
and if you are a fish, I hope we can help you survive and
grow despite the choking weed---even if only to provide a
meal to a Kingfisher!

Name that pond. Throughout this article I refer to unnamed
ponds A,B,C-would you like to suggest some more
descriptive ones? Please contact the writer of this article, or
contact via e-mail:
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk.
FAO Mike Balmforth.

FRIENDS CONSERVATION GROUP.
Our group meets on the first Wednesday of the month
at lOam at the car park in Carron Lane. New
volunteers are always welcome, either for the whole
day or just a couple of hours for a "taster" session.
Please wear suitable clothing and footwear and bring
gardening type gloves if you have them. We usually
work until approximately 3pm. If staying for the day,
bring along refreshments and water.
The proposed work schedule for the first part of this
year is as follows:-
Apr: 2nd Birch clearance
May 7th Birch clearance
June 4th Scything! pulling young bracken
July 2nd ANNUAL SURVEY
Aug: 6th Bracken scything
Sept: 3rd Bracken scything

For those who took part in last year's training and for
anyone who would like to join this year's
Survey Day, we will meet at Carron Lane car park at
lOam and will be under the instructions of Angela .'
Ward and Ben Rainbow. Please wear suitable clothing
and footwear and bring with along a drink and snack.
It the weather is hot, also a hat and sunblock.

The Friends Conservation Group work in conjunction
with SDNPA Ranger Angela Ward. For further
information, Angela can be contacted on (01730)
817945.

Website: www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk

Pond "C". Is this in Sweden, Ireland or
Canada!!?

MEMBERSHIP and SUBSCRIPTIONS
For those who have renewed their membership, please
find enclosed our new style Memhership card,
which also acts as a receipt.
Otherwise, attached is a subscription renewal form,
giving details of completion and where the forms can
be left, together with membership fee, for collection
by the Membership Secretary.
We value and appreciate the support you give to the
Friends of Midhurst Common, which enables us to
continue, on behalf of our members and the
community in general, to care for this valued area of
open space, which is becoming increasingly rare.

LITTER CLEARANCE DAY
SATURDAY 10th May

We will meet at lOam in Carron Lane car park to walk
round Midhurst Common is groups of 2 or 3 to clear
any litter which may be found. We will finish by
12noon. Please wear suitable clothing and footwear
and bring gardening type gloves to protect you hands.
Other litter clearance equipment will be provided.
Children under 16 years of age must be accompanied
by an Adult.

OTHER DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday April 26th. lOam-2pm. Community
Day at Midhurst Rother College.
May 3rd and 4th. Medieval Day from lOam each
day to be held on the Old Market Square, around old
Midhurst in in Midhurst Church.

May 11th. Dog Fun Day - Woolbeding Parkland

E-mail: friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
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