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A Ventriloquist at Dusk
The Nightjar is a local summer migrant and our lowland
heaths are internationally important for its continuing
survival. Listen out for it from the second week in May on
the western side of the common. Choose a warm still
evening - why not start from the Country Inn on the
Septon road and then walk up towards Sunset Hill
keeping the sandpit to your right? You should start to
hear its song as dusk approaches, about three-quarter of
an hour after sunset. If so, there will be a strange
'churring' sound, like a faint two-stroke engine, but
varying in pitch and volume. It will be hard to locate due
to a ventriloquist effect as the bird, sits lengthwise on a
dead pine branch, turning its head this way and that.
However, wait awhile in the gathering gloom and look out
for its aerial display. Listen for the sound of wing claps
and a liquid double whistle and watch for a large swift-like
bird with a gliding and wheeling flight. Keep still and the male, overcome with curiosity, may hover a few
feet away, close enough for you to see the white spots on its wings and white tipped outer tail feathers.
The female has no such markings. She must remain invisible, using the cryptic brown mottled plumage,
while on the nest. This will be hidden in the heather and bracken of the recently cleared heath.

Angela Shepherd, Ranger with the South Downs
National Park Authority is undertaking the task of
organising a Management Plan for the areas on
Midhurst Common which, over the past few years,
have been cleared and opened up to return to
heathland.

MIDHURST COMMON HEATHLAND
MANAGEMENT PLAN (Angela Shepherd)
In the past, time and money has been invested by
Friends of_Midhurst Common, Cowdray Estate and
Chichester District Council, on areas on the
Common, including the area below Sunset Hill. As
expected, the rhododendron, birch and other scrub
is all starting to grow back and it is necessary to try

to obtain long-term management of these areas. It would be such a shame if they were left to go back
to how they were before, after all the hard work which has been put into these areas by both the
Rangers and volunteers.
As Ranger with the new South Downs National Park Authority, I have proposed that a management
plan is written and formal agreement obtained from Cowdtay to manage these areas. In addition, it may
be possible to enter into the Environment Stewardship Higher Level Scheme and receive payments to
achieve more conservation work. It is proposed that the draft management plan and HLS agreement
will be ready for discussion at the "Friends" next committee meeting in August. Hopefully by the time
the Autumn Newsletter is due, there will be further information for us to relay to everyone.



RIGHTS OF WAY AN 0 OPEN ACCESS (Jean Hicks)
As most of you will be aware, the responsibility of maintenance of Rights of Way has reverted to West
Sussex County Council. However, responsibility for Open Access is with the South Downs National
Park Authority. As Midhurst Common has numerous Rights of Way and is also Open Access, it will be
part of my volunteer task to liaise with both parties. Although there are many paths which zig-zag
across the Common, they are not all public Rights of Way, but paths which have been created over the
course of many years of use. When both organisations have put in place guidelines for the care and
maintenance of both the Rights of Way and Open Access, then hopefully it will become clear as to how
the whole of Midhurst Common will be managed in respect of these areas .. We also have to remember
that this is a working woodland in the ownership of Cowdray Estates and all parties will need to work
together to maintain the status quo.

WHERE DID ALL THAT TIMBER GO?
We tend to forget that although Midhurst Common is an area for us to use freely for walking, it is still a
working woodland and it is interesting to hear how the timber which is extracted from the area is used.
An article appeared in the recent Cowdray News, penned by Mr Donald McDonald, which threw some
light onto the use of the trees which were recently felled on the Common.
The Cowdray Polo Club and the new Jamie Packer's facility at Selham were in need of sets of polo
boards to line the sides of their pitches, three sets in all - each ground requiring about 160 x 12ft
boards. The Woods Department at Cowdray heard about this and put together a deal in collaboration
with WL West and Sons, which was accepted.
The raw material was sourced from Midhurst Common, being large, clean Scots Pine logs which were
converted into boards on a mobile saw, sited on the old brickworks. These were then transported to
Wests, where they went through the complete preparation process, before being moved to the polo
maintenance yard at Ambersham, where a wood preservative was applied to the boards. One set of
these boards will be used this year on Lawns 1 - just one and a half miles from Midhurst Common.
The word has since got around and a further full set has also been supplied to Les Lion Polo Club in
Berkshire.
It is good to hear that the carbon footprint has been kept to a minimum.

LITTER CLEARANCE ON MIDHURST COMMON
This will take place a little later than usual, on WEDNESDAY 1ST JUNE. We will meet as usual at
10.00am in Carron Lane car park. Please wear suitable clothing and footwear and bring gardening
type gloves if you have any. Gloves will be supplied but they are of the "throw-away" kind. Litter pickers
and collection sacks will also be supplied. I look forward to seeing as many of you as can come along.
New helpers are always welcome.

A WALK-SPRING INTO SUMMER
Due to pressures of work being experienced by some of our committee members, it has been
necessary for us to alter our usual Spring walk. As many of you may know, a new path is to be opened
which leads from the weir, by the Midhurst Academy, through to Woolbeding. As an alternative, we will
be leading a walk, starting at The Half Moon pub, June Lane on SATURDAY 18th June,
commencing at 10.30am, following the new royte through the National Trust Open Access land at
Woolbeding and along the river bank into Midhurst, arriving at the weir by the Midhurst Academy. The
length of the walk is approximately 2~ miles and will take about 1-1~ hours. Please wear suitable
footwear. We look forward to seeing as many of you as are able to join us.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP OF FRIENDS OF MIDHURST COMMON
For any of you who have not yet renewed your membership, the fee is £3.00 per person. Please put
your subscription in an envelope, together with your name and address. Address the envelope
to Friends of Midhurst Common.
The envelope can be left at either Bonds, Rumbolds Hill or Frasers, North Street.
Our membership secretary will forward your membership card within a few days.


