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Midurst. View on the Common.
This picture postcard was sent from Midhurst during the reign of Edward VII, almost 100 years ago.

The building in the centre is the old goods shed to the north of Bepton Road. This was demolished in 1977,
during the construction of the Wedglen Estate.

We showed the postcard to Mr. Bernard Hurlock, who gave us these reminiscences of the area some
twenty years later:

When I was a boy in the 1920's the fencing on the Common in front of the goods shed had gone
and much of the foreground of the picture had been used to tip the spoil from the sand-pit, which was now
further to the right. The rubbish from the town used to be dumped here and one day I found a really good
bicycle, complete with a chain. Of course it had no tubes or tyres, but I had great fun pedalling around the
common on it.

I used to go wooding on the Common with my mother, who showed me where to collect firewood, as
our family had done for generations. There were far less trees on the common in those days, and also less
people. Often I would collect wood and kindling on the north of the Common, along what we called the top
pines (which most people call Sunset Hill) and not see anyone all day. Pine cones were particularly sought
after by everyone and we roamed allover the Common to collect these by the sackful. The kettle would be
left on the chain above the fire in the living room and when you wanted it to come to the boil to make a pot
of tea you threw a handful of pine cones on to the fire. These flared up and quickly brought the kettle to the
boil.

Bernard Hurlock



So where was the photograph taken - can we find the same position? The footpath which runs along
the back of the old brickworks site drying sheds (which still stand, but had not yet been built at the time
of the photograph) can be seen in front of the foremost fence. So can the Station House, which still stands,
although much enlarged as part of the same Wedglen development. This places the vantage point somewhere
near the pylon line which runs from the bend in Carron Lane. Using a copy of an aerial photo we think it
was about here.

Small remaining
area of heath

The trees are taking over!

When Bernard Hurlock was a
boy there were fewer trees on
the Common. If you look at the
aerial photograph above you can
see that there is very little open
heathy ground left, the biggest
patch is marked. Even this area is
shrinking rapidly.

In conjunction with Rob Free of
the Wealden Heathland Project
we are running a management
day to remove small Pine and
Rhododendron from this area and
would welcome volunteers for
the task on Sunday 23rd March.

Approximate
location of
old goods

Standing near this spot now !

Management Day on Midhurst Common - Sunday, 23rd March.
10.45 am. -3.00 pm. Meet on pull-in off Severals Road at the
northern end of the housing in Bepton (The Cattle Arch). Bring a
packed lunch.


