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Heathland reclamation on Midhurst Common:
Cowdray Estate joins in.

Over the last two winters The Friends and the Wealden Greensand Heathland Project have
been working to remove invasive Pine, Rhododendron and Birch from the small area of remnant
heathland which runs beside the pylon line on the western boundary of Midhurst Common. We
have had three work-parties and these have greatly improved the situation, especially with regard
to the unwanted presence of Rhododendron in the centre of the area (photo above).

This winter our efforts have been greatly helped by the Cowdray Estate Forestry
Department. Whilst undertaking routine crop maintenance stand thinning on other areas of the
Common, Estate forestry workers have felled-surrounding Pine sufficiently to double the area
of open heathland potentially present. The newly felled area can be easily seen by the bushes of
Rhododendron in the mid-ground of the photo. These will be cut and chipped and the stumps will
be treated to kill them. Otherwise, all that will result will be a Rhododendron thicket+- very pretty
when in flower, but not what is wanted here, where native heathland is the target.

In conversation with Donald Macdonald he mentioned an article in the Journal of the Royal
Forestry Society for 1930where Mr. Roberts, Head Forester at Cowdray Estate, extols the virtue
of Rhododendron planted as game cover. If he could have foreseen the problem which invasive
Rhododendron gives now for both forestry and conservation he would not have been so keen! No
doubt we will be running another work party this winter to remove more of it from the open heath
as the best way of removing the final remnants and re-seeding is by intensive hand pulling.

Cowdray's contribution to increasing the conservation value of the Common will soon be



seen from the Bepton Road as well. Just past the Bepton Road allotments is a small area of remnant
bog. Each July the verge here is ablaze with flowering Yellow Loosestrife, complete with its
specialist pollinator, a solitary bee known to entomologists as Macropis europea, which only feeds
at this plant (see photos below). This verge has been kept clear of encroaching willow and birch as
part of the County Council Notable Road Verge Scheme since the late 1970s and many people have
remarked on how attractive it is.

A number of other specialist plants of heathland bogs also occur here, including Hare's-tail
Cotton-Grass (see photo), but these are very overshadowed by the trees to the north of the road.
The Estate is to clear a larger area behind the road to improve this special habitat.

YellowLoosestrife along Bepton Road.
Inset: top right, Flower close-up; bottom right, bee Macropis europaea; bottom left, Cotton Grass

Learn more about your local Common, its wildlife and history.

A guided walk, led by local specialists Mike Edwards, Murray Marr and Paul Bruce, will take
place on Sunday, 18th April. Itwill need about one hour of gentle strolling on the Common and
starts at 2.30p.m .. Meet at the car-park off the Severals Road in Bepton (This is on the right about
200m north of the Country Inn, which is at the junction of Bepton and Severals Roads.)

Conservation Volunteers' Quiz Night.
The Friends have been asked to enter a team for this event which will start at 7.30p.m. on Tuesday,
27th April at Buriton. We need 3-4 people for a team. If you would like to take part please contact
Tom Harris (01730) 812770.

Guided walk for Field Crickets, Tuesday, May 18th. 6.30p.m ..
A walk to learn about the last remaining UK original colony of Field Crickets (present in the 1930s
on Midhurst Common) will take place at Lord's Piece, south of Petworth. This walk is being held
jointly between Chichester Natural History Society and The Sussex Greensands Heathland project.
Meet at the car-park on the north-west of Lord's Piece, Coates. This is marked on the Chichester
and the South Downs Ordnance Survey Map (SU990174).


