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Ideas for some light silviculture and a wildlife 

reserve:  

Cowdray Estate has kindly allowed The Friends of 
Midhurst Common to manage the end allotment on 
the Bepton road at Frogmore. We acknowledge the 
generosity of the Estate for supporting our ideas for 
the site and for waiving any fee for rent because the 
ground is so wet. Past attempts to grow vegetables 
have all failed. 
The FoMC are interested in the history and ecology 
of this site because it used to be part of Midhurst 
Common before it was enclosed for the benefit of 
the Midhurst Spade Husbandry Society in 1835. 
We have signed a licence agreement with the Estate 
allowing us to carry out a number of projects. 
Wet Meadow: We can create a small wet meadow 
on about half the site. It is hoped that by deep 
digging down to the subsoil a latent seed bank will 
emerge and germinate then colonise the ground for 
us. Unmanaged self-seeding is the best and most 
interesting way to achieve biodiversity. However, if 
necessary any bare ground can be sown with 
appropriate meadow species growing in the locality. 
(It is essential to avoid commercial wild flower 
mixtures.) 
 
 

 
 

Fifty year old self-sown alders on the  
west end of the allotment 
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Small Withy Beds or Pollards and Alder Copse: 
These can be on the shaded end of the site and will 
be for both practical use and biodiversity. The willow 
coppice industry has gone from this locality. The last 
recorded osier beds around Midhurst were on St 
Johns Knights Hospitalers land at South Pond (as of 
the OS map of 1875). There were also osiers grown in 
the Severals bog along Wolmer stream (1652 estate 
map). As far as is known the alder coppicing industry 
is now extinct in the UK. 
 

 
 

Newly pollarded self-sown willows 
(high enough to avoid deer browsing?) 

 
Small Bog Habitat: The site is extraordinarily wet 
allowing for the creation of an open sunlit bog and 
pond which will be excellent for wildlife as well as 
demonstrating active peat growth – an increasingly 
topical subject.  
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Please see article regarding improvement of Bog areas 
on Midhurst Common see page 3 

By Murray Marr 
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Spring Newsletter  

 
 

In general it would be wise to proceed slowly in the 
first year before making major changes. In short, 
maintain a watching brief along with keeping the 
place tidy.  
 
So far a lot of rubbish has been removed but a pick-
up is needed for the larger items. Three large black 
plastic tarps have been saved and used for pilot 
plantings of a number of varieties of basket 
weaving willows which are simply pushed through 
the sheets. The bare stems will root quickly in the 
saturated soil and grow up weed free. The plastic is 
only temporary for the first season. This is necessary 
for a quick result and to assess any problem with 
deer browsing. We expect the plastic to be removed 

by next year. We want the place to look natural.  (It 
looks better already.)   

Cont. Bog Allotment 

Alder used to be very important in the rural 
economy. Today it is all but forgotten. But it may well 
come back to us; the tree is clever, being one of the 
few plants in the world outside of the pea and bean 
family (Leguminosae) that can fix nitrogen from the 
air thereby having its own supply of fertiliser. Alder 
has been around man for a long time. No matter 
what happens to our civilisation the alder will remain 
out there. Its name may even touch the imaginations 
of archaeologists of the very distant future. But that’s 
another story.    

Archaeologists of the future 

 
This is a worthwhile project – bogs, hydrology, 
peat growth, carbon capture, habitat restoration 
and rediscovering rural industries are all 
becoming increasingly important and in need of  
advertisement.  
 
Note: At present public liability and personal 
accident insurance is still being negotiated so 
there can be no volunteer work until this is 
organised.] 

 

 

 
Note for your diary  

 
AGM 12th November 2015 

 
Guest speaker to be announced.  

For more information visit our website: 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk 

i.e. a photo from a specific point(s) to record the 
changes in each season and send to season and 
send to friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. 
We would like to give an exhibition of as many of 
the photos as possible at our AGM in November 
and then, hopefully organise a final showing of 
photos for all 4 seasons in early 2016 on our 
website. 
 
If you have any questions or queries, please make 
contact by phoning (01730) 812256 or 
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. You don’t 
need an expensive camera to take part, digital or 
otherwise. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Photographic record of Midhurst Common 
 
During 2014, the Common was subject to  
industrial activity on adjacent land, which appeared 
a threat to the peace and tranquility of the area for 
recreational enjoyment. There was also the 
mineral extraction debate, which is on-going. 
We have, on our records, verbal recollections of 
Midhurst Common from about 25/30 years ago, 
and it is thought that a visual record of the 
Common in 2015 would be complementary to 
previous memories. 
 
We would therefore like to invite all those with 
cameras, to join us in creating a record of the 
Common over the coming 12 months. We ask you 
to select one or two views within the boundary of 
Midhurst Common (beautiful and not so beautiful) 
and record the changing seasons, 
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A message from man’s  
best friend 

 

Severals road lay-by 

On several occasions over the past 2/3 years, 
enquiries have been made from some of our 
members concerning the gradual increase in the 
bramble and general scrub which has encroached 
onto this area used for car parking. The Friends of 
Midhurst Common has approached the Estates 
office of Cowdray Estates and have now received 
a reply to our enquiry. 
 
The Cowdray Estates have agreed that our 
volunteers can work, under guidance and the 
assistance of Angela Ward, the Ranger who leads 
us on our monthly conservation days, to help with 
scrub clearance, litter clearance and general 
tidying up of this area. However, as we are now 
moving into the Spring and the possibility of 
ground nesting birds using the area, Angela has 
agreed to lead a work party on this site in the 
autumn. 
 
Notice will be given in due course concerning the 
date of this activity, to enable as many members 
as possible to come along and give a hand. 

  

Spring litter clearance 

Wednesday 13th May 
Meet—10am Carron Lane  

Midhurst 
  

Once again we will meet at Carron Lane car park 
to walk around Midhurst Common to pick up any 
litter which we find. 
 
Please bring along some gardening type gloves 
and wear suitable footwear. Litter clearance 
items will be supplied. 
 
We will work to approximately 12noon 
Please come along for as long as you can to help 
keep this area of Midhurst as littler free as 
possible. 

Any queries, please phone 
(01730) 812256 or e-mail 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

It has unfortunately become a fact that a few dog 
walkers do not clear dog mess left on Midhurst 
Common. 

 
Regrettably the amount of “dog poo” which is being left 
on footpaths is causing concern and makes having a 
pleasant and safe walk an obstacle course. This is also 
a health hazard, especially to young children. Can we 
please ask that all dog walkers give consideration to 
others who walk on Midhurst Common, some who do 
not have dog’s. 
 
There is now a “Dog’s” bin at the top of Carron Lane, in 
addition to the bin at the end of the footpath leading 
onto the Wedglen Estate.  Please use these bins to 
deposit the bags, not in hedges or bushes. 
 
Thank you for your co-operation. 
 

 

Improvement of Bog areas on  
Midhurst Common 

 
Ranger Angela Ward has drawn our attention that 
funding may be available to help us improve some 
areas of the Common on which we are able to work, 
which in turn will improve the habitat of a number of 
species. Two members of the committee will be 
meeting with Angela in a few weeks to put in an 
application and we will keep you informed in future 
Newsletters how successful we have been to obtain 
this funding. Watch this space! 

 

 

 

 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common, 

please send an e-mail to: 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

Also look on our website for updates: 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk

