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It has mainly been a case of wait and see. The 

results from three pilot willow plantings are fairly 

encouraging. Out of fourteen varieties, six types 

show that they can cope with this habitat. Some 

unrooted cuttings, pushed into the ground last 

autumn, have already produced ten foot shoots. 

Such vigour suggests it will be easy to create our 

own pollards which will then be protected from 

deer. They have done a bit of damage to the more 

delicate low growth varieties but not to two young 

trees planted a few years ago and forgotten about 

near the edge of the bog. These were properly 

pollarded last December and have grown a fine 

crop of fifteen foot stems which will be harvested 

continuously every winter. The great thing about 

willow pollards is that they let in plenty of light 

and give rise to a flower rich herb layer. The aim 

is to revive a long lost rural industry to the edge 

of the common and produce a useful crop on 

marginal ground that will become a semi-wild and 

aesthetically pleasing new type of habitat.  

 

 

 

 

A good area where to encourage a flower rich wet 
meadow 
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Willow pollard with vigorous shoots already in May 
 

Over in the sunlit open area the potential for a self-

seeded damp meadow looks promising. Once 

established it will be a vital source of pollinating and pest 

controlling insects for the benefit of the adjacent 

allotments. We can replicate the harvesting of a late hay 

or straw crop every year. This will control any pernicious 

weeds and gradually reduce the nitrogen levels in the 

soil. That is if the cut material is removed from site. In 

this way the variety of flora and fauna will increase over 
time and we will be entertained by what decides to 

colonise this patch. Leaving things to nature is 

always more interesting than parachuting in a wild 

flower meadow using a commercial seed mixture of 

uncertain provenance. However, we may need to 

scrape off some of the denser herbage so as to 

allow a buried seed bank to develop on reasonably 

smooth ground. This will facilitate the annual 

scything or mowing which is crucial to maintaining 

a traditional wet meadow.     
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Thursday 12th November  

Capron House, North Street, Midhurst.  

Open at 7pm.  

7.15pm.AGM business.  

7.30pm/7.40pm.Break for a glass of wine and 

light snacks.  

8pm Kate will commence her talk with time for 

questions at the end.  

9pm (Approx.) the meeting will draw to a close.  

AGM dates for your diary 

We are proposing an amendment to the 

Constitution. Item 1 of the Constitution states that 

“The Association is an unincorporated association 

of members”. Item 4 of the Constitution states that 

“The Association will be registered as a Charity”. 

Please find the attached sheet for clarification or 

visit our website for more information.  

Constitution amendment 

We look forward to seeing you all there and 

please bring along friends and new members.  

Our Speaker this year is  

KATE BRICKELL 

Community garden co-ordinator, permaculture 

designer and founder member of  

 Petworth Community Garden.  

Talking about her career and involvement with 

the community garden from its outset and how 

it has developed.  

 

  
 

 

 

After consultation with Voluntary Action Arun 

and Chichester, it was explained that there is 

no requirement for small groups like ours to 

register as a Charity. Instead it was suggested 

that Item 1 remains as is, but Item 4 be 

amended. Can I please ask you to read through 

the attached sheet, in order for a vote on this 

amendment can be taken at the AGM. Thank 
you.  

Alternatively, if you have taken digital photos of 

the Common this year, please send them through 

to Helen, who manages our website, so that a 

rolling power point presentation can also be 

shown. Helen’s e-mail address is 

hfburden@hotmail.com.  

 

Could you also indicate whether you are happy to 

give permission for your photos to be stored and 

used on our website.  Thank you.  

 

 

 

Photographic record of Midhurst Common 
 

In our Spring letter we asked for photographs 

taken of Midhurst Common during the current 

year, the idea being that we make a record for 

posterity of how it looks now. We would like to 

make a display of photos at our AGM, so please 

bring along a hard copy of your photos to put on 

the display board.  
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Footbridge and Wet Heath 

area 

 

Motorcycles update 

Earlier in the year, working with Ranger Angela Ward, 

we put up notices around Midhurst Common, due to 

the regular, illegal use at that time of motorcycles. 

Subsequently at a later date, a leaflet drop was 

organised, where leaflets were delivered round the 

adjacent roads of Midhurst Common, advising how to 

contact the police. Leaflets were also delivered to 

some of the roads which cut through to Pitsham 

Lane. To date, the problem appears to have eased.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Autumn litter clearance 

Saturday 17th October 

Meet—10am Carron Lane  

Midhurst 

 

 

  

Once again we will meet at Carron Lane car park 

to walk around Midhurst Common to pick up any 

litter which we find. 

Please bring along some gardening type gloves 

and wear suitable footwear. Litter clearance 

items will be supplied. 

 

We will work to approximately 12noon 

 

Please come along for as long as you can to help 

keep this area of Midhurst as littler free as 

possible. Any queries, please phone (01730) 

812256 or e-mail 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

After a request to widen the footbridge, negotiations 

were undertaken on our behalf by Angela with the 

WSCC Rights of Way team. The Rights of Way team 

have now agreed to provide a new footbridge which 

will be both wider and longer than the present one.  

 

However, in the meantime we have been advised that 

we can apply for funding from another source, to 

improve the wet heath area in the region of the 

footbridge. This is under negotiation and when this 

funding is agreed and the work undertaken, the 

footbridge will then be installed. It may be possible 

that this work will not be undertaken until the Spring 

of 2016.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscription collection points 
As most members will be aware, both our collection 

points, Frasers of North Street and Jefferson's of West 

Street, have now closed. However, we are pleased to say 

that Down to Earth, Health Food Shop, West Street and 

Midhurst Museum in Knockhundred Row have kindly 

agreed to be collection points for members to deliver 

their subscriptions, if unable to attend the AGM. 

 

Down to Earth is open normal hours, including Saturday 

and Midhurst Museum is open Tuesday to Saturday from 

10am to 4pm. 

 

When leaving your subscription, please include the form 

with your name and address, plus the  

Subscription amount in a sealed envelope. 
 

 

 

 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common, please send 

an e-mail to:-  

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. 

Also look on the website at 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk 
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