
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 12th  November 2015 

at Capron House, Midhurst, chaired by Jean Hicks 

 

1. Apologies for absence: Judy Rich; Graham Ault; Brendan Flynn; Sheila and 

Gerry Ryan. 

2. The minutes for the 2014 AGM were adopted as read. Proposed by Clare 

Cox and seconded by Astri Sharp. 

3. Chairman’s Report. Thanks and acknowledgments were paid to Mike 

Sharpe for all his support and work on the committee from he has now retired. 

Thanks also to Helen Burden for her crucial work in managing the FoMC 

website. Members were encouraged to send in more photos of the common to 

go into our photographic library. And yet another plea was made for people to 

write in with anecdotal, observational or short article material re the common 

so as to go onto the website or to be used in a newsletter.                                                                                                   

The spring and autumn litter clearance days and July Vegetation Survey Day 

all went well.  

4. Treasurer’s Report. Peter Copeland presented the accounts for the year to 

31/08/15 and said everything was in order and that we had a surplus of £89. 

The accounts were adopted accordingly. Proposed by Steve Granger and 

seconded by Murray Marr. 

5. Re-election of Hon. Treasurer and the committee. No nominations were 

received so the whole committee by re-elected en bloc. Proposed by Robin 

Hunt, seconded by Stuart Graham. 

6. Appointment of Auditor. Gordon Skidmore was re-elected. Proposed by 

Brian Cox, seconded by Joan Manning. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

1. Bepton road allotment site. We are still trying to set up public liability 

insurance cover so that work parties can be started. 

2. The management plan to make part of the west side of the common 

wetter is progressing – Angela Ward is completing the application for fund 

raising and liaising with Cowdray Estate. 

3. The estate has agreed that scrub clearance at the Severals Road car 

park can proceed under Angela’s supervision. 

4. Amendment of the Constitution: Item 4, ‘The Association shall be 

registered as a Charity’ to be deleted and that the The Friends of Midhurst 

Common continue as an Unincorporated Association of Members. Item 4 

to be amended to list the purposes of the Association. Proposed by Tom 

Harris and seconded by Chris Wigley. (A copy of the amended 

constitution can be posted on request). 

5. Raise the annual subscription to £5. Approved. Proposed by Steve 

Granger; seconded by Mike Sharpe. 



6. Mineral extraction at the two proposed Several sites. The meeting was 

informed about the latest developments regarding the WSCC and SDNP 

Mineral Extraction Plan which is currently being revised. Despite the 

application refusal on the grounds of ecological impact 5 years ago, the 

Cowdray Estate has applied for licenses at both sides of the Severals 

which, although are in Woolbeding Parish, run alongside the adjoining 

Midhurst Common boundary. Sand extraction will have a significant 

impact on flora and fauna on Midhurst Common as a result of the 

industrial quarrying activity and transport along Severals Road. 

 

After the end of the formal business the members were given a talk and 

slide show by Kate Brickel, founder and co-ordinator of the The Petworth 

Community Garden. It was a hugely impressive account of a thriving 

organisation that delivers care, support, companionship and education to 

the vulnerable, the disadvantaged, the disabled, the young and old.  

The Friends are very grateful to Kate for making the evening such a 

memorable one. In her generosity she had previously declined payment 

so a donation of £75 was made to the Community Garden by FoMC.  


