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The site has been left on hold since spring last 

year. The aim was to watch and be guided by 

some of the ways it ‘wants’ to go. One example is 

the small central patch of self-sown alders – it 

seems sensible to let them grow on for poles. 

Another thought is to leave the grove of ten 

mature alder trees. They are the result of natural 

regeneration in contrast to the usual regrowth 

from abandoned coppice. The original, and bad, 

idea was to fell most of them and allow their 

stumps to become coppice stools.    

 

 

 

Another ‘nudge from the wild’ is to leave the rest 

of the site as damp meadow with the occasional 

willow pollard. Past attempts to drain this area 

have all failed. So now any remaining channels 

should be blocked to make the place even wetter. 

This will benefit many plants and animals. 

 

We now have public liability insurance (it covers 

from 18 years old upwards).  Our first work and 

/or discussion group is on Saturday 16th April,  

2-4 pm. The ground is very uneven, trippy and 

wet in places and therefore you need to have safe 

footwear. 
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There is a pile of rubbish and an abandoned shed 

to dump. There is general tidying to do, especially 

on the lower boundary adjacent to the bog. Last 

year a creeper (a discarded Russian Vine?) was 

grubbed out, but it is still spreading. The answer is 

to really clean that patch and keep pulling any 

shoots as they grow.  

 

 

 

 

 

Certain jobs may or may not be possible if there 

are nests close by. We shall have to see. We hope 

you will come along to help or, if not, just to have a 
look and enjoy the place. (There are great views of 

the ancient peat bog that was or may still be part 

of the common. Do you know the answer?)  

Any suggestions are welcome as to how best to 

engage with this abandoned allotment and its 

current semi-natural ‘agenda’.  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Thursday 10th November 2016, 7 -9pm 

Our guest speaker this year is Richard Everett, 

Forest Manager for Cowdrary Estate 

SNPA Memorial Hall, North Street, Midhurst. 

  

7.15pm.AGM business.  

Refreshments provided light snacks and glass of 

wine. 8pm Richard Everett will commence his talk 

with time for questions at the end.  

We look forward to seeing you all there and please 

bring along friends and new members.  

AGM dates for your diary For those of you who were unable to attend our 

Annual General Meeting in November, Mr Mike 

Sharpe retired from the committee, but will 

continue to assist on an ad hoc basis. Mr 

Murray Marr remained as secretary and Mr Peter 

Copeland as Treasurer. The rest of committee 

were re-elected. Our speaker for the evening 

was Kate Brickell, who is responsible for the 

Petworth Community Garden Project. Her talk 

was well received and was both enjoyable and 

inspiring. It also gave great insight into the 

amount of work which has been put into this 

project over the past 10 years. Should you wish 

to learn more about Kate and the Garden 

Project please visit the website 

www.petworthcommunitygarden.org.uk.  

 

If you have taken digital photos of the Common, 

please send them through to Helen any time prior 

to the Nov AGM. So that a rolling power point 

presentation can also be shown. Helen’s e-mail 

address is hfburden@hotmail.com. If you have 

printed copies please post to 1 Fairoak Cottages, 

Severals Road, Bepton, West Sussex, 

 Gu29 0LT   

 

Could you also indicate whether you are happy to 

give permission for your photos to be stored and 

used on our website.  Thank you.  

 

 

Photographic record of Midhurst Common 
 

In 2015 we asked our members to take photos of 

Midhurst Common and help create a record of how 

the area appears at different times of the year. The 

response was moderate, so we are asking that 

these records are continued during 2016, either as 

digital or print, so that future generations can see 

how the area looks today. 

 

The committee agreed to make this a competition 

for 2016 and the rules will be circulated to 

everyone shortly as a separate document. 

 

 

 

Work started on the wet heath 2016 
 

You may have seen a digger on part of Midhurst 

Common towards the Bepton Road. This is work 

to remove rhododendron roots to enable, 

encourage and re-instate the wet heath in that 

area. This work is being funded by the ARC and 

is being led by Angela Ward, who leads us in our 

volunteer work on Midhurst Common.  
 

 

When taking a walk on the Common, seek out 

these areas over the next few months to see the 

changes. 

 
 

 

mailto:hfburden@hotmail.com


 

Page 3 Spring Newsletter  

 
 

Footbridge update 

 

Spring Litter clearance 

update  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 16th April 

Meet—10am Carron Lane  

Midhurst 

 

 

  

Once again we will meet at Carron Lane car park 

to walk around Midhurst Common to pick up any 

litter which we find. 

 

Please bring along some gardening type gloves 

and wear suitable footwear. Litter clearance 

items will be supplied. 

 

We will work to approximately 12noon 

 

Please come along for as long as you can to help 

keep this area of Midhurst as littler free as 

possible. 

 

Please also get in touch with Murray to volunteer 

for the Bog Allotment and/or come along on the 

1st Wednesday of each month for the Friends of 

Midhurst Common Conservation work party. We 

meet at 10am at the base of Sunset Hill, or we can 

arrange to meet at Carron Lane car park at 10am, 

if you are new to the area.   

 

Any queries, please phone (01730) 812256 or 

 e-mail friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

At the AGM the members were informed that a new 

footbridge was to be installed on the Right of Way 

which runs alongside the heath area and is part of the 

long distance Serpent Trail. The West Sussex Rights of 

Way team have agreed to fund the footbridge, which 

will be put together and fitted by our own group of 

volunteers, together with volunteers from the SDNPA, 

probably sometime in April. At the same time, the wet 

area surrounding the bridge will be improved and 

slightly enlarged.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Subscription  

Thank you to those of you who have renewed your 

subscriptions for this year. You will have now received 

your membership card, which is also a receipt for your 

payment. There are still a number of our members whose 

subscriptions are still outstanding, the renewal of which 

would be welcomed. The cost of subscriptions for 2016 

remains at £3 per member and a subscription form is 

attached with this Newsletter. We look forward to 

receiving your subscription renewals, and the support 

given to the Friends of Midhurst Common in our 

endeavours to care for what is, by comparison, a small but 

immensely important area for the local community to 

enjoy. The subscription form gives details of collection 

points and a postal address where your membership 

renewal can also be posted.  

 

 

Down to Earth, Health Food Shop, West Street and 

Midhurst Museum in Knockhundred Row have kindly 

agreed to be collection points for members to deliver 

their subscriptions, if unable to attend the AGM. 

 

Down to Earth is open normal hours, including Saturday 

and Midhurst Museum is open Tuesday to Saturday from 

10am to 4pm. 

 

When leaving your subscription, please include the form 

 

 

 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common, please send 

an e-mail to:-  

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. 

Also look on the website for dates of events, past 

newsletters and our photo gallery at 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk 
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