
 

 

  

NEWSLETTER  

I am sure a number of you will be aware that, as 

with most large organisations, there have 

recently been some changes taking place in the 

Ranger Service with whom we liaise for our 

countryside management. 

Bruce Middleton, who has been based at Bepton 

Road for many years, is now heading up the 

Heathland Reunited project (which recently 

gained Lottery funding) and will work from the 

Southdown Centre and Graham West, who has 

also been based at Bepton Road for many years, 

has moved over to the Western Area , which 

operates from Queen Elizabeth Park. 

The new faces at Bepton Road are Dan Oakley 

who now moves over from the Western Area to 

become the new Lead Ranger (Dan was involved 

in the successful Dark Skies project), and Andy 

Beattie as Countryside and Policy manager. 

Rangers Dan Cornell and Angela Ward remain at 

Bepton Road, together with Assistant Ranger, 

Alison Pitts. Angela will continue to be our lead 

Ranger for Friends of Midhurst Common. 

Angela also remains the lead Ranger for 

Pathwatch, working with the local police, local 

farmers and other land owners in the fight 

against countryside vandalism. Please continue to 

report incidences to Pathwatch either by phone 

on 101, or report to the website – 

www.pathwatch.info. Or to Angela on (01730) 

817945. 

Everyone who uses Midhurst Common are the 

eyes and ears to help keep the area safe and 
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problem free, so it is important that we each “do 

our bit”. 

 

 

Sunset Hill July 2016  

 

The following is a short 

article penned by Angela, to 

introduce her to our 

members. 
I started my career working for the National 

Westminster Bank straight from school when I was 

16. The careers advice at school then was either to 

work in a bank, become a nurse or teacher, I didn’t 

even know that jobs like being a Ranger existed! I 

always loved the outdoors, the countryside, animals 

and bird watching and when I was 24 I got fed up 

with working indoors and never seeing daylight. I 

was working for a finance organisation then in a 
building that held cont. on next page 
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 Following graduation in 2000 I volunteered for the 

Farming and Wildlife Advisory Group in Exeter and 

then managed to get a temporary paid job for 

English Nature in Exeter. From there I worked a 

summer season in 2001 at Seven Sisters Country 

Park and then a Ranger for the Sussex Down 

Conservation Board. Having been transferred to 

the South Downs National Park Authority in 2011, 

I feel lucky to be doing what I do and working 

where I am, and feel sorry for those stuck in an 

office with 999 other people! 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Certain jobs may or may not be possible if there 

are nests close by. We shall have to see. We hope 

you will come along to help or, if not, just to have 

a look and enjoy the place. (There are great views 

of the ancient peat bog that was or may still be 

part of the common. Do you know the answer?)  

Any suggestions are welcome as to how best to 

engage with this abandoned allotment and its 

current semi-natural ‘agenda’.  

 

 

 

 

This led to me attending University of Plymouth 

(Seale Hayne Campus) to gain an HND in Rural 

Resource Management. The course was three 

years, which included a work placement year when 

I worked 14 months voluntarily for the Sussex 

Downs Conservation Board in 1998/99, three days 

a week. Following graduation in 2000 I 

volunteered for the Farming and Wildlife Advisory 

Group in Exeter and then managed to get a 

temporary paid job for English Nature in Exeter. 

From there I worked a summer season in 2001 at 

 

If you have taken digital photos of the Common, 

please send them through to Helen any time prior 

to the Nov AGM. So that a rolling power point 

presentation can also be shown. Helen’s e-mail 

address is hfburden@hotmail.com. If you have 

printed copies please post to 1 Fairoak Cottages, 

Severals Road, Bepton, West Sussex, 

 Gu29 0LT   

 

Could you also indicate whether you are happy to 

give permission for your photos to be stored and 

used on our website.  Thank you.  

 

 

Photographic record of Midhurst Common 
 

In 2015 we asked our members to take photos of 

Midhurst Common and help create a record of how 

the area appears at different times of the year. The 

response was moderate, so we are asking that 

these records are continued during 2016, either as 

digital or print, so that future generations can see 

how the area looks today. 

 

The committee agreed to make this a competition 

this year and the rules are enclosed in this edition 

of the newsletter, or visit our website. 

 

 

 

A change in Midhurst Common conservation work days 

 As there are now a number of volunteer groups 

who are led by the Ranger team based at Bepton 

Road, Midhurst Common conservation work party 

have agreed to change our work day from the 

first Wednesday in each month to the last Friday 

of each month. If a Friday proves a possibility for 

you, please come and join us to support the work 

which we do on Midhurst Common.  

 
 

 

We will continue to meet at the base of Sunset 

Hill at approximately 10am to join Angela on our 

monthly tasks. Look out for the Landrover and 

you will find us. If you have any questions or 

queries, please phone Angela on (01730 817945 

after 9am, or Jean on (01730) 812256. 

 

 

 

Angela Wards article cont. 

 

1000 people and we were stuck in the basement. 

So I packed everything in and moved to Sussex-

by-the-Sea and helped my Mum in her business 

while I decided what to do. I received some great 

advice from Chichester College and enrolled in an 

Access to Further Education course with South 

Downs College attending University of Plymouth 

(Seale Hayne Campus) to gain an HND in Rural 

Resource Management. The course was three 

years, which included a work placement year when 

I worked 14 months voluntarily for the Sussex 

Downs Conservation Board in 1998/99, three days 

a week. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Certain jobs may or may not be possible if there 

are nests close by. We shall have to see. We hope 

you will come along to help or, if not, just to have 

a look and enjoy the place. (There are great views 

of the ancient peat bog that was or may still be 

part of the common. Do you know the answer?)  

Any suggestions are welcome as to how best to 

engage with this abandoned allotment and its 

current semi-natural ‘agenda’.  

 

 

 

 

This led to me attending University of Plymouth 

(Seale Hayne Campus) to gain an HND in Rural 

Resource Management. The course was three 

years, which included a work placement year when 

I worked 14 months voluntarily for the Sussex 

Downs Conservation Board in 1998/99, three days 

a week. Following graduation in 2000 I 

volunteered for the Farming and Wildlife Advisory 

Group in Exeter and then managed to get a 
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Footbridge update 

 

Nesting Nightjars  

As many of you will have seen, the new footbridge 

has now been put in place, which is wider than the 

previous bridge. I am please to say that we have had 

a lot of very positive comments on the change. 

Photos taken of the foot bridge July 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Those of you who walk on the Common regularly 

will have seen the notices requesting that dogs be 

kept on a lead, when walking in the area of the 

heath. Nightjars have been heard in this vicinity. 

We would like to encourage them to stay, so ask 

that members of the public are mindful of the 

wildlife and make sure that their dogs do not 

disturb this ground nesting bird. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

AGM dates for your diary 

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  

Thursday 10th November 2016, 7 -9pm 

Our guest speaker this year is Richard Everett, Forest 

Manager for Cowdrary Estate 

SNPA Memorial Hall, North Street, Midhurst. 

  

7.15pm.AGM business.  

Refreshments provided light snacks and glass of wine. 

8pm Richard Everett will commence his talk with time 

for questions at the end.  

We look forward to seeing you all there and please bring 

along friends and new members.  

 

 

 

 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common,  

please send an e-mail to:-  

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Also look on the website for dates of events, past 

newsletters and our photo gallery at 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk or visit our 

facebook page Friends of Midhurst Common 

 

 

 

http://www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk/

