
  

NEWSLETTER  

Thursday, 10th November 2016  

Venue: The Memorial Hall, South Downs Centre, 

North St. Midhurst.  

Arrival 7pm The AGM business will commence at 

7.15pm with a break for refreshments at 7.45pm.  

Guest Speaker: Richard Everett, Head Forester 

with Cowdray Estates  

Richard’s talk will commence at 8.15pm. The 

meeting will close at approximately 9pm.  We 

look forward to seeing you all; please feel free to 

bring family and friends along. This venue does 

have disabled access 

.  

Subscription Renewal  

Just a reminder that at the 2015 Annual General 

Meeting, it was voted unanimously to raise the 

membership subscription to £5 per single 

person. This was proposed in order to cover an 

increase in costs. It is our hope that we will be 

able to maintain this subscription cost for several 

years to come. A question regarding volunteering 

has been added to the form, which I hope you 

will give some thought to. If you have any 

queries, please contact us by either e-mailing at 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk,  

or phoning (01730) 812256.  
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Midhurst Common Autumn 

Litter Clearance  

Saturday, 29th October 2016, 10am – 12noon. 

Meeting at Carron Lane car park, Midhurst   

Please wear suitable clothing, footwear and bring 

along garden type gloves if you have them. If you 

have your own litter picker, feel free to bring it with 

you to use. Bags etc. will be supplied.  

Any queries, please phone (01730) 812256.  
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 Chairman’s Report for 2016  

The twice yearly litter clearances continue and I am 

always very pleased and grateful to all who join in 

this activity to keep the Common tidy. I would also 

like to recognise those who take a spare bag with 

them when they go walking and pick up bits of litter 

along the way. They are an army of very valuable 

helpers. 

 

Our membership still remains fairly consistent, with 

some members moving on and new members 

joining, to whom we extend a welcome and our 

grateful thanks for your continued support.  Please 

feel free to bring friends along to the AGM to 

introduce them to the Friends of Midhurst Common. 

As an extra and last but not least, thanks go to 

those who came out to help clear Severals Road car 

park from scrub (before and after photos here). 

Unfortunately we did disturb a wasps nest; they were 

not best pleased. A recent fly tip was strewn across 

the car park, plus all the litter hidden in the scrub, 

including 3 plastic chairs, which necessitated a walk 

into the amenity tip.  

Before 

 

After 

 

 

This year has been busy and we have achieved a 

lot, mainly down to the hard work of our 

volunteers. So I must begin by extending very 

grateful thanks to those who come out every 

month and work on the heath on Midhurst 

Common. Thanks also go to Angela Ward – and to 

Dawn – of the SDNPA with whom we work to 

maintain the heath and continue to pursue the 

aspirations of the Management Plan.  

Thanks also go to the WSCC Rights of Way team 

who supplied the wood for the new footbridge and 

the volunteers who worked with our own to put 

the bridge in place.  

Other positive achievements have been the 

clearance of rhododendron close to Bepton Road 

and the scrape near the footbridge to increase and 

improve the bog area. Such activities always look 

chaotic when first undertaken, but the interest lies 

in watching the recovery and development.  

Our volunteers have achieved a great deal with 

continued and consistent “attacks” on birch, pine, 

bracken and rhododendron. It is physical work, 

but is social, satisfying and does help to keep one 

fit.  

Thanks also go to the members of the committee 

with their varying responsibilities. You may have 

recently seen a photo of some of us in the local 

newspaper on our knees, planting the “Friends” 

donation of wild daffodil bulbs around the 

“Queens’ Tree” on the corner of Holmbush. I hope 

the bulbs will make a prettier picture! The 

committee have also produced a “business” type 

card to pass on to anyone who is interested in 

who we are and what we do.  
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Bepton Road Bog Allotment 

update 
Photos taken of the Bepton Road  

Bog Allotment Oct 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common,  

please send an e-mail to:-  

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. 

 

Also look on the website for dates of events, past 

newsletters and our photo gallery at 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk or visit our 

facebook page Friends of Midhurst Common 

 

A busy year at the Bepton Road site. The willows 

and alders continue to grow well. More varieties of 

willows are waiting to be planted out this autumn.  

 

 

 

 

There is still space to use up in the roadside 

northern corner of this allotment where the soil is 

less wet. This area has been subject to fly tipping 

and the burning of domestic refuse in the past. The 

worst of the rubbish has been removed. The plan is 

to return this area to a damp species rich grassland 

habitat.  

An extra idea for this spot is to plant four widely 

spaced standard or half standard apple trees as 

well. There used to be numerous 19th C small cider 

orchards dotted around Midhurst in places like this 

(ref 1874, 25 inch/mile OS map of the town). Why 

not replicate one of these orchards here using four 

cross pollinating and rare Sussex varieties? (There’s 

a grower near Brighton that sells them.)  

Cowdray Estate have kindly given permission for 

the planting three or four trees.  

If you are interested in helping at this site or you 

have any thoughts, please let me know.  

Murray Marr  

 

http://www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk/

