
  

NEWSLETTER  

THURSDAY 26TH OCTOBER 2017 
To be held again this year at 

The South Downs Centre, Memorial Hall 
7pm for 7.15pm. 

Agenda for the evening 
Welcome and Apologies:  Minutes of 2016 AGM 

meeting 
Matters Arising:  Chairman’s Report 

Adoption of treasurer’s Report:  Appointment of 
Auditor 

Election of Treasurer and committee 
Refreshment break 

Any Other Business and member’s discussion time. 

 

 

Orchids in the Old 

Brickworks 
 

The sandpit, or old quarry as many call it, can be 

quite exciting in early June, when I wonder where 

the orchids are going to appear this particular 

year.   

 

               

 

Three years ago there were three Bee Orchids 

that I spotted, two of them had come up in the 

sand right near where many people walk with 

their dogs; down to the quarry lake and there was 

another beautiful example on a mound of grass 

where some youths would roar round on their 

trial bikes or play with mini bikes. 

Annual General Meeting 
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That same year, I saw just one Pyramidal Orchid at 

the height of its flowering; a few days later I went to 

see it again and, to my utter disappointment, it had 

been picked. The Common Spotted Orchid was also 

very prolific under some scrubby birch in the same 

area. With time to look around, much can be seen 

here. 

 

My orchid highlight this year was about eight Bee 

Orchids in a different place, although quite near to 

the single example I had seen originally on the 

mound of grass.  
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 Boundary Stone 

 
One of the boundary stones, which was discovered 

when the trees where originally felled around 

Sunset Hill, was recently rediscovered by one of our 

volunteers, having disappeared under scrub and 

been forgotten. The stone, which has the letter W 

on one side, was broken, but the broken piece (with 

the letter M) is still in the workshop at Bepton Road 

awaiting repair. A search is at present being made 

for a stonemason who would be willing to take on 

this task. Hopefully there will be some positive 

news on progress to give to members to at the 

AGM. 

 

              

 

Exhibition at Midhurst 

Museum 

 
I hope as many of you as possible were able to visit 

the Midhurst Museum during the month of July to 

view the exhibition staged there in relation to 

Midhurst Common. My thanks go to the volunteers 

from our Friday work party who assisted in pulling 

the information together, also to Mike Edwards and 

Bruce Middleton for supplying photographs and to 

Murray Marr for his bird survey figures. Thanks also 

go to Chantal Laurent for designing the leaflet, 

which is now available in various places around 

Midhurst.   

 

 
 

Committee meetings 

and members 
 

Meetings are generally held twice a year, Spring and 

Autumn. These meetings also coincide with the 

issue of the Newsletters and afford the opportunity 

for discussion of relevant topics. 

 

In accordance with Item 12 of the current 

Constitution, committee members serve for a 

period of 2 years. They then stand down but can be 

re-elected for another term. All the present 

committee are due to stand down, as all have 

served for the period of 2 x 2 years, but can, again, 

be re-elected. A list of the current committee 

members can be found on our website 

(www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk) On this 

occasion the current chair will be relinquishing this 

role. There will be an opportunity for new 

committee members and we will be seeking 

volunteers at the Annual General Meeting. If you 

wish to find out more, please contact one of the 

committee members or make enquiries at the AGM.  

 

As a change from our formal procedure and to 

simplify recruitment, members can either make 

nominations by sending the form through to 

Friends of Midhurst Common, 7 Fox Road, 

Easebourne, GU29 9BH, bring the form along to the 

AGM or make a verbal nomination at the meeting. 

However, please note that nominations will require 

the nominee’s agreement, plus a proposer and 

seconder. 

 

A Nomination form for committee is attached, 

together with the subscription form. 

 

http://www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk/
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Website and Facebook 

 
Helen has been monitoring the use of the website 

and reports that it has been visited by 451 users, 

with 2241 page views. For the Facebook page, 

which is a fairly recent addition to our 

communications, has 30 Friends.  

 

Items for Discussion 
 

Update and Redraft of 

Constitution 

 
This document was circulated to all members in 

early Spring there was a good positive response. 

The document was re-circulated in August to give 

everyone the opportunity to respond. 

 

Two members submitted questions, to which 

replies have been given and which will also be 

included at the AGM. This document will be put to 

the vote. 

 

Change of relationship with 

the South Downs National 

Park Authority 
 

Over the period of the next 12 months, the SDNPA 

are changing their involvement with local 

conservation groups and assisting groups like our 

own to become independent. As our conservation 

group has only been formed for about 4 years, we 

are still quite young. However, the SDNPA will be 

assisting with leader training and helping with 

funding for tools etc.  There are a number of 

aspects of this change in working practice which 

will need clarification.  

 

Pathwatch 

 
This is a facility within the Police which deals with 

illegal off road activity, which is also undergoing 

considerable changes. More details of both the 

above will be given at the Annual General meeting. 

 

 

Application made by 

Cowdray Estates. Application 

in the name of Bepton 

Investments Limited. 

 
Notification has been received of this application 

for the de-registration of an area of the old 

brickworks, the map supplied indicating the area to 

be where the stone crushing is at present taking 

place. A copy of this application has been sent to 

all members for their information. Enquiries and 

investigations are being undertaken and the matter 

will be open for discussion at the Annual General 

Meeting. 
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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
 

Life has ticked on quietly during this year, yet there 

are a number of changes in the air. 

The Volunteer work party progresses on the last 

Friday of each month, with a small loyal group of 

supporters, who I am always pleased to see and my 

thanks go to each and every one for their regular 

attendance. 

 

The spring and autumn litter picks continue and 

again, there are always enthusiastic people who 

arrive to “do their bit”. I am also aware that a good 

number of people regularly take a bag with them and 

pick up bits of litter as they walk their dogs.  It is 

rewarding to know that the community show their 

care for this small area of common. As housing 

developments increase, this open access land 

becomes more and more precious. 

 

Thanks also go to the members of the committee for 

the work they do behind the scenes. 

 

This year I will be relinquishing the position of Chair, 

to focus my energies on working with our 

conservation group, and to encourage and recruit 

volunteers to help maintain the lovely area of heath 

which has been regenerated below Sunset Hill and 

which everyone now enjoys and most especially to 

retain the once lost view of the South Downs. 

 

Jean Hicks 
 

Bepton Allotment photo 

update: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(The information contained in this newsletter is, to our knowledge 
and belief, correct at the time of going to press. Queries 
concerning any of its contents may  be sent to e-
mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon @yahoo.co.uk) 

 


