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Rare ground nesting birds 
 

At this time of year, it is important to be aware of 

the Sunset Hill heathland stretching southwards 

down as far as the footbridge traversing the 

small bog. 

 

This area of open heath is of great value to 

ground nesters, such as Nightjar (a Priority 

Species under the UK Biodiversity Action Plan), 

Woodlark, Dartford Warbler, Willow Warbler and 

Tree Pipit (the latter will sing from scattered trees 

but prefers to show off in mid-air with its 

‘shuttlecock’ song flight). They are all able to 

breed here thanks to The “Friends” rhododendron 

clearance work over the years. But to have 

success we need your help. 

 

 

 

 

Can we please ask that, between the months of 

April and July, all dog walkers DISCOURAGE their 

dogs from exploring this heath so as to avoid 

disturbing any birds which may be nesting there? 

In return there’s an H&S benefit for dogs too – 

dangerous canine disease carrying TICKS 

ABOUND in such places. So why not protect your 

pets and your rare birds at the same time? 
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Listen to the Nightjar’s strange ventriloquist song 

and see them displaying here from May to late June. 

Venture out on a still warm evening at about half or 

three quarters of an hour after sunset and be 

entertained. You can sometimes attract them to 

hover a few feet in front of you by using a white 

handkerchief which is occasionally waved in the 

gathering dark. Take a torch and some money – The 

Country Inn is not far away. We hope you will all be 

able to give your support and describe your 

experiences for us in this newsletter.   Thank you. 

 

Midhurst Common Spring 

Litter Clearance 

Saturday, 21st April 2018, 10am – 12noon. Meeting 

at Carron Lane car park, Midhurst. Please wear 

suitable clothing and footwear and gardening type 

gloves if you have them, otherwise gloves will be 

provided. 

 

Bags for collection will be provided, together with a 

limited amount of litter pickers. If you have your 

own litter picker, it would help if you could bring 

that along as well. This is a very relevant task and 

the regular help from all is a valued asset to 

keeping Midhurst Common a pleasant and 

enjoyable place to walk. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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 Boundary Stone 

 
The repair of the boundary stone, which was 

rediscovered in 2017 on Midhurst Common, is due 

for repair towards the end of April this year. The 

stone has a W on one side for Woolbeding parish 

and an M on the other side for Midhurst. 

Unfortunately, another boundary stone, which was 

situated in the proximity of the wooden footbridge, 

has “disappeared”. This stone was in situ at the 

beginning of the Cowdray Estate’s clearance of the 

rhododendron. However, since that time the stone 

has not been located, despite several attempts over 

the following weeks. It is a tragedy that yet another 

part of the Common’s history appears to have been 

lost; however we still have hopes that this boundary 

stone will also be rediscovered in the not-too-

distant future. 

If anyone should become aware of its location, we 

would be very pleased to hear from you. 

 

              

 

The Old Brickwork 

application 
 

The FoMC committee have received a response 

from Cowdray Estate - generally they are not 

discussing the planning phase at all, simply the 

boundary line. FoMC position is generally in 

support of the development, we will continue to 

contribute our key points on habitat protection etc 

once the application has been submitted.  

 

 

Changes to the work party 

leadership  
 

Our monthly work party still meet on the last Friday 

of each month. 27th April, 25th May - scots pine 

and birch, 29th June - Flora Survey. At present we 

have a loyal volunteer group of about 10 people, 

some of whom stay for the day and others who 

come along for a couple of hours, either morning 

or afternoon. We are always pleased to welcome 

new volunteers who would like to be part of our 

team, giving whatever time they feel able to give. If 

anyone would like to come along for a “taster” 

session, please meet us at the base of Sunset Hill at 

about 10am. Alternatively make contact by emailing 

to friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. Wear 

sturdy footwear and bring along a flask of 

tea/coffee and snack for sustenance.  

 

This year there will be a change in the leadership of 

the group; some of our volunteers are to be trained 

as leaders and in first aid, which will relieve the 

pressures on the SDNPA Rangers, who at present 

lead our group each month. We will still liaise with 

Ranger Angela, also with Cowdray Estates, for 

guidance and to continue the appropriate 

management of the heathland site.  

 

We receive regular, positive responses from the 

public and regular users of Midhurst Common for 

both the overall effect of the regenerated heath and 

with the much enjoyed view of the South Downs 

from Sunset Hill which, over the years, had been 

lost. 

 

It is hoped that in time, possibly in the Autumn, we 

will be able to organise the occasional weekend 

work party, to enable those who work during the 

week to enjoy a few hours activity in the open air. 

Information will be distributed nearer the time. 

 

Visit our website for working party updates and 

other news www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk 

 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
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Severals road car park work  
 

FoMC work party have cleared the car park the 

wood pile has been left for the invertebrates. A big 

thank you to all the volunteers.  

 

Before 

 

 

 

After 

 

 

 

 

 

Visit our Facebook page or our website for events 

and work party updates: 

 

Facebook page: Friends of Midhurst common 

 
www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk 

How the Sussex ‘Pathwatch’ 

helps protect our common 

 
At a recent Pathwatch meeting hosted by South 

Downs National Park, Tom Carter of Sussex Police 

reported that there had been an incident involving 

motor/quad biking on the Common and that the 

person involved had received a warning. 

 

Tom went on to inform the meeting that Rural 

crime is no longer a minor offence as organised 

gangs are stealing valuable farm machinery and ‘off 

roaders’ have been abusing stretches of the Lavant.  

 

Sussex Police have developed an app for mobile 

phones that enables you to report suspected crime 

without making a call to either 999 -which is 

reserved for emergencies -or 101  which can be a 

test of patience, and is not used by as many as half 

a million people for that reason! 

 

The app* allows users to make a full statement and 

submit photo evidence for Police to follow up and  

which will make it easy for members of the public 

to gather evidence such as photos, GPS  

coordinates and quickly pass the data to local 

police. *Download the app see link here 

https://www.ramblers.org.uk/advice/pathwatch-

report-path-features-and-problems.aspx 

 

Tom then stated that in a personal security 

emergency-threat, harm or risk of fire dialling 999 

remains the first number to call. 

 

FoMC raised an issue of unprotected barbed wire 

strung  across or directly linked to styles. West 

Sussex paths officer stated that barbed wire should 

be covered up to 1 metre either side  and if users of 

the Common encounter any contravention of this 

please inform Pathwatch representative at FoMC 

Mike Balmforth. e-mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon 
@yahoo.co.uk 
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Tree trail 
 
We are planning a tree trail around the common. 

Again we need your help. 

 

Do you have a favourite or special tree (or trees) in 

mind and can you say why, what and where? The tree 

can be anything between a sapling (e.g. the memorial 

lime to David O’Connor at Sunset Hill) or one that has 

been long dead (e.g. one of the 1987 hurricane wind 

throws).  

 

 

          

 

 

You can contact us on 816471 or 812256 or email:  

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

 

 

 

 
 

Bepton Allotment update: 

 
The dangerous dead standing tree was kindly felled 

by Cowdray Estate in February. This massive alder 

now lies neatly along the bog boundary. 

Catherine Beaumont has been doing a lot of willow 

cutting over the winter. She has even cropped the 

naturally growing Crack Willows (a row of medium 

sized trees near the bog). They were pollarded last 

year and produced very vigorous regrowth.  

 

 

                 

 

It was assumed that this species was too brittle for 

working with, but Catherine said the rod like whips 

are in fact useful for certain aspects of basketry. She 

has kindly accepted the committee’s invitation to 

show us, at the next AGM, some of her work using 

willows grown on this allotment. 

 

                  

 
(The information contained in this newsletter is, to our knowledge 
and belief, correct at the time of going to press. Queries 
concerning any of its contents maybe sent to e-
mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon @yahoo.co.uk) 

 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk

