
  

NEWSLETTER  

Wednesday 24TH OCTOBER 2018 
To be held again this year at 

The South Downs Centre, Memorial Hall 
7pm for 7.15pm. 

Agenda for the evening 
Welcome and Apologies:  Minutes of 2016 AGM 

meeting 
Matters Arising:  Chairman’s Report 

Adoption of treasurer’s Report:  Appointment of 
Auditor 

Election of Treasurer and committee 
Refreshment break 

Update on the Mngt Plan and discussion  
for the next 5 years 

Guest Speaker: Angela Ward, SDNPA Ranger 

Any Other Business and member’s discussion time. 

 

 

Looking Back 

 
This year was our 5th year of the Annual Survey 

on Midhurst Common. Once all the surveys have 

been analysed, we will be able to see whether our 

labours have been constructive and productive in 

our efforts to regenerate the heath which once 

existed on the Common. 

 

Looking back, can you remember what this area 

of Midhurst Common, viewed from Sunset Hill 

looking South, looked like before the trees were 

removed and the heath area was not part of the 

scene?  

 

I moved to Midhurst in 2002 and over the 

following couple of years, discovered the 

Voluntary Ranger Service and the Friends of 

Midhurst Common. The work towards change on 

the Common began during that time and it was 
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one of my first experiences in conservation; a 

lesson in demolition in the name of recreation! I can 

remember the volumes of local people who turned 

out to help remove the prolific banks of 

rhododendron which existed in the area below 

Sunset Hill and down to the bog area and 

footbridge, the trees having already been removed 

at this point. Another experience of conservation 

was helping to dam the water in the bog area to 

increase the pools of water. If my memory serves 

me correctly, we used old tree trunks, like beavers 

building dams in the wild. 
 

 
 

The stage of the clearance which brought cheers 

and smiles from the local community was the 

clearance of the trees immediately in front of 

Sunset Hill, which opened up the lost view to the 

Downs. Many of our older residents could 

remember the view before the trees were left to 

grow and block the view. Now it is enjoyed by many 

who sit on the seats on the hill to enjoy the open 

vista and watch the setting sun. 
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  In order to retain this open view, it is important that 

the work which our volunteers carry out each 

month is maintained, otherwise the scrub, birch 

and firs would soon obscure this treasured view 

once again, which would be a great loss.  

 

On another occasion during my early days in 

Midhurst, trees were felled by the landowners, 

along a corridor from the footbridge towards the 

Severals Road end of the Common, I found myself 

on the receiving end of a very vocal couple who 

announced their anger at the removal of the trees. 

At the time I was also a Parish Path volunteer and, 

going out to check the routes and posts, I was 

completely disorientated by the change in the 

landscape and somewhat perturbed by the fact that 

“my” waymarker posts had been left in the open to 

the mercy of the elements. This was also about the 

time the Serpent Trail was being created, which 

runs through Midhurst Common. 

 

One of the scenes which greeted me when I first 

discovered Midhurst Common was the way it was 

used as a dumping ground for rubbish. I 

understand that at one point in the past, there was 

a rubbish tip on the site, but since then the Council 

amenity tip had come into existence, but the 

Common was still being defaced. This prompted 

the regular litter clearances which still take place. In 

the beginning we cleared a mind-blowing amount 

of rubbish from the area, but over the years I am 

pleased to say it has become more manageable. 

However, the only way to keep it so is to continue 

the twice yearly clearance, with small litter 

collections in between. Our thanks must go to all 

those people who walk on the Common and take a 

bag and gloves with them and pick up litter as they 

go along. 

 

 

 

 

              

 

 

 

There are still many aspects of conservation and 

care which need to be considered for the heath area 

on Midhurst Common, but Ranger Angela Ward will 

be at the AGM to clarify our progress and answer 

any questions which members may have. 

 

We look forward to seeing you there. 

 

We always need more volunteers. If you would like 

to get involved with this continuing care, or know 

anyone who might be interested in working in 

conservation, please get in touch via our email 

address – 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Jean Hicks 

 

Midhurst Common Autumn 

Litter Clearance 

 

 

Saturday, 6th October 2018, 10am – 12noon. 

Meeting at Carron Lane car park, Midhurst. Please 

wear suitable clothing and footwear and gardening 

type gloves if you have them, otherwise gloves will 

be provided. 

Bags for collection will be provided, together with a 

limited amount of litter pickers. If you have your 

own litter picker, it would help if you could bring 

that along as well. This is a very relevant task and 

the regular help from all is a valued asset to 

keeping Midhurst Common a pleasant and 

enjoyable place to walk. 

Thank you for your continued support. 
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Quest for the boundary 

stone 

 
We are aiming with the help of the 1st Easebourne 

Scouts, arrange this hunt sometime in October and 

details will be announced to members once 

finalised. 

 

 

 

 

Change of relationship with 

the South Downs National 

Park Authority 
 

Over the period of the next 12 months, the SDNPA 

are changing their involvement with local 

conservation groups and assisting groups like our 

own to become independent. As our conservation 

group has only been formed for about 4 years, we 

are still quite young. However, the SDNPA will be 

assisting with leader training and helping with 

funding for tools etc.  There are a number of 

aspects of this change in working practice which 

will need clarification.  

 

We will still be working under the guidance of the 

SDNPA and liaising with Cowdray Estates to 

continue managing the site within the guidelines of 

the Management Plan. 

 

 

 

 

iRecord 

 

 

 
The goal of iRecord is to make it easier for wildlife 

sightings to be collated, checked by experts and 

made available to support research and decision-

making at local and national levels.  Join iRecord 

now to share your sightings with the recording 

community, explore dynamic maps and graphs of 

your data and make a real contribution to science 

and conservation. 

Please log in or register to get started.  You can 

submit records without logging in, but many of the 

site’s facilities will not be available unless you are 

logged in. 

See link below 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/user/register
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
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Chairman’s update 

 
“I just want to thank all of our volunteers from me 
and the rest of the FOMC committee members.” 
 
Steve Granger  
 

 

A local event you may be 

interested to attend at 

Midhurst Parish Church 
 

 “1914-1918, WAR & PEACE” 
Part of the South Downs Poetry Festival 

Wednesday 7th November 7.30pm 
 

Tickets £7.50 (under16’s free) available from  
The Novium 01243 816525 or  

                The Parish Office 01730 815356 
 

Summer 2018 photos  
 

 
 

If you have any photos of the common please do 
send them to  

e-mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk or 
upload them on to our facebook page. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
(The information contained in this newsletter is, to our knowledge 
and belief, correct at the time of going to press. Queries 
concerning any of its contents maybe sent to  
e-mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon @yahoo.co.uk) 

 


