
Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 11th November 2016 at the South Downs 

National Park Centre, Midhurst, chaired by Jean Hicks 

 

1. Apologies for absence: Judy Rich; Philip Pegler; Sue Payne; Stuart and Isabel Fraser; Joan and David 

Manning; Mike Sharpe; Robert Philips; Mrs Doran; Maddie Clark. 

2. The minutes for the 2015 AGM were adopted as read. Proposed by Chris Wigley and seconded by Gill 

Nightingale. 

3. Chairman’s Report. Thanks and acknowledgments were paid to Roy Eldridge for all the strimming in the bog 

allotment. Members were encouraged to volunteer to work on this site re the planting of willows and fruit 

trees. 

Members were asked to support Kate Brickel (Petworth Community Garden) via the Tesco’s token scheme.                                                                                                  

The spring and autumn litter clearance days continue to be a success.  

4. Treasurer’s Report. Peter Copeland presented the accounts for the year to 31/08/16 and said everything 

was in order including the annual ‘ongoing costs’ re the FoMC website and public liability . The accounts 

were adopted accordingly. Proposed by Clare Cox and seconded by Stuart Graham. 

5. Re-election of Hon. Treasurer and the committee. No nominations were received so the whole committee 

were re-elected en bloc. Proposed by Brian Cox, seconded by Astri Sharp. 

6. Appointment of Auditor. Gordon Skidmore was re-elected. Proposed by Chantel  Laurent, seconded by 

Wendy Pegler. 

 

ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Graham Ault asked the Chairman for reasons why the membership had dropped over the past year. The 

matter was discussed and it was suggested that interested members meet in the New Year to discuss the 

marketing and promotion of the Friends of Midhurst Common in an effort to increase the membership. 

Chantel Laurent asked about any long term plans for the common. 

The Chairman stated that we will continue to work with Angela and her detailed management plan for 

maintaining and restoring heathland. 

Wendy Pegler asked about the view from Sunset Hill seat looking NW. Our speaker Richard Everett 

commented that it was a possibility which could be considered by Cowdray Estates to open up the view 

across to the North West, which has been lost over time. 

 

TALK BY RICHARD EVERETT, Cowdray Estate Forestry Manager  

Richard gave a very informative and interesting talk about forestry industry and Cowdray woodlands which 

he took charge of just over a year ago when Donald Macdonald retired.   

Richard has been interested in trees from boyhood. He gave a detailed description the various forestry jobs 

he had undertaken prior to his present position. The immediate impression was the huge breadth of 

knowledge and skill that this profession requires these days: 

People management; EU and national wildlife law adherence; conservation planning; public consultation 

exercises; planning law; health and safety and public liability. 

Richard explained how modern forestry has had to keep up with a changing climate and the need to predict 

how different species will be able to cope with the effects of a warmer, drier climate in some areas and 

much wetter one in others. He stressed the importance of the building resilience into our future woods via 

diversification and introducing new southern species.  

There are now urgent concerns regarding new arboreal diseases and pests currently spreading into this 

country due to the effects of rising temperatures and the globalisation of trade.  

We were very well informed and entertained by his talk and slides. Testimony to that, was the unusually high 

number of questions that followed. Richard was in no hurry and it was heartening to learn how appreciative 

he was of Midhurst Common and its importance as an open space so close to the town. He was especially 

enthusiastic about the sandpit and recognised the uniqueness of its sandy ‘beaches’ and diversity of habitats 

packed into such a small, unplanned and natural looking area.  

The meeting closed at approximately 9.40pm. 


