
FRIENDS OF MIDHURST COMMOON 

Secretary: Mr Murray Marr, 4 Bennetts Terrace, Bepton Road, Midhurst GU29. 

 

The Annual General Meeting will be held at the South Downs Centre, North Street, Midhurst on 

Wednesday 24th October at 7pm for 7.15pm. 

AGENDA 

1. Apologies for absence 

2. Adoption of Minutes for the 2017 AGM meeting – as below. 

3. To receive the Chairman’s report. 

4. Adoption of accounts for the year to 31st August 2018 

5. Election of Hon. Treasurer and Committee. 

6. Appointment of Auditor 

7. Any other business. 

The formal business of the meeting will be followed by a short break for refreshments, after which there will 

be explanatory talk by Angela Ward about the Management Plan for the heath regeneration on Midhurst 

Common  

 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held on Thursday 26th October 2017 at the South 

Downs National Park Centre, Midhurst, chaired by Jean Hicks 
 

1. Apologies for absence: Sue Payne; Stuart and Isabel Fraser. 

2. The minutes for the 2016 AGM were adopted as read. Proposed by Helen Burden and seconded 

by Graham Ault.   

3. Chairman’s Report was adopted as read.* Proposed by Steve Granger and seconded by David 

Manning.   

4.  Treasurer’s Report. Peter Copeland produced the accounts for the year to 31/08/17. The main 

costs are the website, public liability and the Open Spaces Society subscription. The revenue is up 

due to an increase in the FoMC subscription from £3 to £5. The adoption of the accounts was 

proposed by Steve Granger and seconded by Clare Cox. They were duly adopted.  

5. Appointment of Auditor. Gordon Skidmore was re-elected. Proposed by Chris White, seconded by 

Steve Granger. 

6. Re-election of Hon. Treasurer and the committee. The whole committee was re-elected en bloc. 

Steve Granger offered to become Chair for one year. Proposed by David Rudwick and seconded by 

Tom Harris.  The committee and the membership also welcomed Mike Balmforth onto the 

committee.  Proposed by Tom Harris and seconded by Helen Burden. At the end of the meeting 

(courtesy general agreement amongst a few members, the Chair and other committee members), 

James Beaumont was co-opted onto the committee. 

7.  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

Changes to the constitution: a simpler version 

These had already been sent out to the membership and the responses had been positive. A 

formal proposal for the new constitution was made by Philip Pegler and seconded by Graham 

Ault. It was unanimously voted through. 

 

Steve Granger thanked Jean Hicks for all her diligence and hard work as Chair over the last four 

years. He said that without her, FoMC would have folded long ago. There was enthusiastic 

applause. *(A presentation was supposed to have been made to Jean at the AGM. As 

Secretary, I wish to apologise for completely forgetting to organise this. A delivery on behalf of 

the committee and the membership was made to Jean’s house the next day.) 

 

Jean Hicks mentioned the broken boundary stone at Sunset Hill and said that a stone mason 

will have it repaired by next spring. She hopes that The Midhurst Society will help with some of 

the cost. 

 

Jean, now she is no longer Chair, said she wanted to concentrate most of her efforts on the 

management of the common. There will now be greater independence for volunteer groups 



working on the common. We already have public liability cover which means that a SDNP 

ranger does not have to supervise. There will, however be a need for one or two members to be 

trained up in order to take charge. Jean is looking for a safe place to store tools nearby. Astri 

Sharp kindly offered to look after them in her garden adjacent the Pest House allotments.   

 

Clare Cox asked about the maintenance of the Warren Cottage car park. Some work has 

already been done by Jean and co but further work needs to be discussed with the Estate and 

Angela Ward. 

 

Astri Sharp asked about the very slippery and rooty path at Sunset Hill by the new seat. There 

seems little that can be done about this apart from making a short bypass around the back of 

the two seats. 

 

A question was raised about any unsafe structures or shacks that sometimes appear on the 

common. This is definitely a matter for the Estate to deal with because of landowner liabilities.  

 

Deregistration of the old brickworks site: a briefing by Gordon McAra, District and Town 

Councillor. 

Gordon McAra kindly attended the AGM in order to explain how this site might be developed in 

the near future. 

a) He reassured the membership that the area in question in no way encroached on the sandpit 

to the west of the bund or embankment which separates the present stone crushing site from 

the rest of the common. 

b) Deregistration was necessary in to order allow for future development.  

He thought that the original inclusion of the brickworks as registered common land in 1968 was 

a result of a mistake. 

c) The SDNP Local Plan upgrades the whole of Midhurst Common to the status of ‘local nature 

reserve’.  

d) There is a plan for 60-70 houses on this site and the adjoining Council Depot. The plan 

includes a new path through the middle of this development into the sandpit. There will be a 

planting of a line of trees to screen the common from the new housing estate. 

e) Gordon warned us of the possibility of removing the recycling yard in the Council Depot (ref. a 

diagram on p305 of the Local Plan which shows its absence.) This would of course provide for 

more houses. 

If that is what is intended by the SDNP, it will mean there will be nowhere north of the downs for 

recycling. The nearest depot, is at Chichester, 12 miles away.  Gordon warned that fly tipping 

will be bound to increase, resulting in the common and its surrounds being severely affected, if 

we lose this vital facility. 

 

After Gordon’s briefing it was suggested and agreed that two formal letters should be written 

registering FoMC as an ‘interested party’. One to be sent to CDC regarding the site’s 

deregistration and the other to SDNP regarding its redevelopment.    

   

The meeting closed at approximately 9.40pm. 


