
CHAIRMAN’S REPORT for 2016. 

This year has been busy and we have achieved a lot, mainly down to the hard work of our 

volunteers. So I must begin by extending very grateful thanks to those who come out every 

month and work on the heath on Midhurst Common. Thanks also go to Angela Ward – and 

to Dawn – of the SDNPA with whom we work to maintain the heath and continue to pursue 

the aspirations of the Management Plan. 

Thanks also go to the WSCC Rights of Way team who supplied the wood for the new 

footbridge and the volunteers who worked with our own to put the bridge in place. 

Other positive achievements have been the clearance of rhododendron close to Bepton 

Road and the scrape near the footbridge to increase and improve the bog area. Such 

activities always look chaotic when first undertaken, but the interest lies in watching the 

recovery and development. 

Our volunteers have achieved a great deal with continued and consistent “attacks” on birch, 

pine, bracken and rhododendron. It is physical work, but is social, satisfying and does help to 

keep one fit.  

Thanks also go to the members of the committee with their varying responsibilities. You may 

have recently seen a photo of some of us in the local newspaper on our knees, planting the 

“Friends” donation of wild daffodil bulbs around the “Queens’ Tree” on the corner of 

Holmbush. I hope the bulbs will make a prettier picture! The committee have also produced 

a “business” type card to pass on to anyone who is interested in who we are and what we 

do. 

As an extra and last but not least, thanks go to those who came out to help clear Severals 

Road car park from scrub (before and after photos here). Unfortunately we did disturb a 

wasps nest; they were not best pleased. A recent fly tip was strewn across the car park, plus 

all the litter hidden in the scrub, including 3 plastic chairs, which necessitated a walk into the 

amenity tip. 

The twice yearly litter clearances continue and I am always very pleased and grateful to all 

who join in this activity to keep the Common tidy. I would also like to recognise those who 

take a spare bag with them when they go walking and pick up bits of litter along the way. 

They are an army of very valuable helpers. 

Our membership still remains fairly consistent, with some members moving on and new 

members joining, to whom we extend a welcome and our grateful thanks for your continued 

support.  Please feel free to bring friends along to the AGM to introduce them to the Friends 

of Midhurst Common. 

I look forward to seeing you at the AGM. 

Jean Hicks. 

 

Signed………………………………………….. 

Proposed……………………………………….. 

Seconded………………………………………. 


