
FRIENDS OF MIDHURST COMMON 

Minutes of the ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING held on Wednesday 24th October 2018 at the Memorial 

Hall, South Downs Centre, North Street, Midhurst, West Sussex.  

 

Steve Granger, Chair FOMC, opened the meeting at 19.15 and welcomed everyone. He gave special 

thanks to the SDNPA and Ranger Angela Ward, on behalf of FOMC for the use of the centre. 

 

Annual General Meeting. 

 

1. Apologies of absence.  

Murray Marr, Mr & Mrs Manning, Sue Payne, Graham Ault, Astri Sharp, Mike Sharpe, Stuart Fraser, 

Jane Butterfield. 

2. Adoption of Minutes.   

The minutes for the 2017 AGM were adopted as read. 

Propose by Mike Balmforth and seconded by Claire Cox. Vote carried unanimously. 

3. Chairman’s Report and committee work update. 

Each of the committee members gave a short account of their roles within the committee over the 

last 12 months, in particular; 

Steve Granger referred to the subtle changes in the relationship between Friends of Midhurst 

Common and the SDNPA, the subjects of rhododendron clearance, the effects of this year’s hot 

summer, “scamps in camps”, and fires which have been deliberately started on the Common. Steve 

gave thanks on behalf of the FOMC to the committee and those volunteers on working parties and 

litter picks, as well as the committee.  

Mike Balmforth voiced concerns about the “ponds” in the old brickworks area and the algae and 

invasive weed in the waters. 

James Beaumont provided an account of how the committee monitored the planning applications - 

especially those affecting or adjacent to the common. 

Wendy Pegler relayed membership information (and signed up several new members!) 

Helen Burden described the revised Facebook and website and also asked for photographs which 

members may have taken of the Common that could be shared on the website, Facebook and 

possibly in the Newsletter.  

Murray Marr - given by Steve, gave a short account on behalf of on Murray’s wildlife monitoring 

activities and the work at the allotment. 

4. Treasurer’s Report. 

Peter Copeland gave a short appraisal of the accounts and passed the information to those 

present for their information. Peter answered questions on the Treasurer’s Report and offered it to 

the meeting as a statement of the accounts. Proposed by Robin Hunt, seconded by Chris White. 

Vote carried unanimously. 

5. Election of the 2018 / 2019 committee. 

The, Chairman, Treasurer and committee were re-elected en bloc (as listed above in italics). Vote 

carried unanimously. 

6. Appointment of Auditor. 

Gordon Skidmore has agreed and was proposed to continue as Auditor. Proposed by Jean Hicks 

and seconded by Brian Cox. Vote carried unanimously. 

7. Any other Business 

A short discussion was followed and included the proposal by Carol Granger of (a)Junior 

memberships – possibly under 16yrs of age for a membership of £1, to encourage involvement with 

the continuing care of the Common and (b) Corporate membership/sponsorship, with the possibility 

of gaining sponsorships for any future projects undertaken by Friends of Midhurst Common. 

Bob Butterfield suggested chatting to and encouraging dog walkers who use the Common on a 

regular basis to become members and support the work which Friends of Midhurst Common 

undertake. The Chair gave assurance that these ideas would be considered by the committee in the 

following year. At 20.00, the Chairman declared the Annual General Meeting closed and the 

assembly retired for refreshments, with FOMC discussion to continue after the presentation.  

  



Talk by Ranger Angela Ward. 

 

Angela gave a very interesting and informative talk, commencing with the involvement of the 

Friends of Midhurst Common with the SDNPA, the general alignment of National Park policies, 

special duties and sustainability and the South Downs National Park Trust. 

 

Angela also explained the “Learning Zone” which is supported by the Education Department within 

the SDNPA, which could be consulted should the Friends of Midhurst Common wish to undertake 

an activity on the Common involving young people. 

 

Heathlands Reunited is another SDNPA project, now in it’s third year, part of which is a promotional 

film called “Take the Lead”, drawing attention to dog mess, disturbance of ground nesting birds and 

sheep/cattle worrying. The SDNPA have a U-tube channel where more of these short films can be 

viewed. There are also promotional posters available to bring this subject to the attention of dog 

walkers. 

 

Angela then continued the talk by giving a detailed account of Midhurst Common, explaining the 

different types of heath, soils, open access, the fact that the area is classified as a Local Wildlife 

Site. 

 

She identified the Community Infrastructure levy which FOMC might apply for to offset the impact of 

development at the old brickworks. 

 

This was followed by information concerning the requirement to redraft a new Management Plan for 

the Common and have approval from the Cowdray Estate, Sussex Biodiversity Records Centre and 

the SDNPA. 

 

Angela gave some useful suggestions on what might be included and offered herself as a critical 

friend in its development by the committee. 

 

The talk was followed by an open and informative question time. 

 

Steve closed the evening by thanking everyone for attending and especially Angela for her support 

and time given to FOMC.  

 

The meeting closed at 21.30 

 

 


