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By now most Friends of Midhurst Common are 
aware that there is a government initiative which 
could lead to “The Severals” becoming a massive 
sand quarrying site that could be active for the 
next 50 years or more.   Specifically West Sussex 
County Council in conjunction with the South 
Downs National Park have been instructed by the 
Government National Planning Policy Framework 
to produce a plan to provide soft sand until 
2033. This is called the West Sussex Joint 
Minerals Local Plan. Nine sites have been selected 
of which seven are in the South Downs National 
Park, and close to our Midhurst area are two sites 
called Severals East and Severals West. Lord 
Cowdray who owns this land has offered these 
sites for quarry development. So the first stage 
was a Consultation which took place from the 
21st of January to the 18th of March in which the 
public were asked to give their views to a 
questionnaire.    
 

 
A map showing Midhurst and the proximity of 
the newly proposed area for quarrying (red)   
 
Clearly local residents are not very happy and 
these controversial plans have also drawn the 
attention of our local Midhurst & Petworth 

The Severals Quarry update 
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Observer, BBC Radio Sussex, BBC Look South, 
Private Eye, and National newspapers The Daily 
Mail, and The Times. If you are on Facebook you 
can follow events by following “Stop the Quarries”  
 
The controversy is that seven candidate quarry sites 
are in The South Downs National Park. The 
Authorities premise for entering the National Park is 
that it is under “exceptional circumstances” and this 
is based on two assumptions. That for every 4 
houses in West Sussex one further will be built by 
2033 and secondly “up to 91% of sand and gravel” 
will be used in their construction. The claim is that 
there will be a shortfall of 1.6 to 2.3 million tons of 
soft sand by 2033 which also includes sands that 
are exported from West Sussex to the London area. 
Further controversy has been stirred because the 
assessment of offshore marine sands were ignored 
in the Minerals Needs Plan and this is a growing 
supply source with the potential to meet the 
regional shortfall.    
 
Also challenging the forecasts for soft sand are the 
changing practices within the building industry. For 
the government to meet its emission targets for 
climate change housing will need to be built more 
energy efficient and this will lead to less sand and 
more prefabricated sections lowering forecasted 
sand needs.   
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  Environmentally our area will be irreversibly 
affected and “The Severals” will become barren with 
far reaching consequences to the wildlife and 
through changes in drainage caused by quarry 
excavations which will in turn damage Midhurst 
Common.  
 
It does not need to be said the effect of hundreds 
of additional lorries constantly on the move 
increasing carbon emissions in and around 
Midhurst “The Heart of the South Downs”.  
What happens next? Well all the objections 
submitted including those from FOMC will be 
reviewed and there will be an announcement from 
West Sussex CC in the summer. If the  
objections raised are ignored and the authorities 
wish to go ahead regardless then a planning 
application phase will be entered into.   
 

Bog allotment update 
 

 
 
This very fine basket – a working work of art – was 
made by Catherine Beaumont using willows planted 
in FoMC’s ‘bog allotment.’ She explains that it’s a 
combination of three basketry cultures: 
The base is constructed in the traditional English 
way. The sides are a copy of the oldest known 
weave (as per the archaeological remains found at 
Carlisle). The handle and rim are woven in the 
traditional Breton style.  

 
You are welcome to look round the ‘bog allotment’ 
any time. If you want to help, even better.  It’s the 
last one of the Bepton road allotments, on your left, 
as you go from Midhurst towards The Country Inn 
(Midhurst Common is on your right). There’s plenty 
of different bird song and the adjacent alder 
woodland looks like a primeval swamp. Close by we 
are planting many more willows as well as cutting 
last year’s crop. The site is an area of light 
silviculture – an activity that combines nicely with 
the allotment’s varied and interesting wildlife 
habitats.   
 
Withy plantations like this one used to be frequent 
in the area 150 years ago. Look out for their 
descendant trees or bushes growing along streams, 
rivers and the edges of wet meadows.  If you can tie 
a loop in a thin stem and pull it tight without it 
breaking then please tell us. We will then take some 
cuttings and plant them here in order to conserve 
what might turn out to be an old, possibly rare, 
basket making variety. Weaving community, social 
history and natural history – that’s what The 
Friends of Midhurst Common’s allotment is all 
about. 

 
Midhurst Common Spring  
Litter Clearance 

 
 
Saturday, 13th April 2019, thank you to everyone 
who took part another fantastic turn out. With more 
volunteers, more litter was collected. An excellent 
mornings work. 
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The Heath Management Plan 
and Progress of the FoMC 
Heath Team 
 
We have been working on the heath on Midhurst 
Common now for over 5 years. Members of our 
team have varied at different times, but the team as 
a whole are regular contributors to the 
management of the site. Please note that we have 
renamed the team to “Heath Team” for the group.  
 
We enjoyed an excellent BBQ in December 2018, 
with more food than we could manage to eat. Food 
always tastes so much better when cooked outside 
and eaten in the fresh air. 
 
We spent January and February 2019 pulling and 
cutting pine, of which there is a huge amount. In 
March – we were able to have a fire and burn the 
results of our labours. We were, once again, 
fortunate to enjoy a very sunny and warm day on 
the Common with just a light breeze. (The photo 
below shows some of the team having a coffee 
break.) 
 

 
 
April, we plan to work on a small area near the 
Bepton Road, which is included in the Management 
Plan, clearing birch. We will also take the 
opportunity to cut back birch and bramble from a 
small section of a Right of Way in the same area. 
Recently four of our team helped clear rhode from a 
Right of Way near the cemetery and another path 
was cleared of rhode a little earlier in the year. 

         

Cowdray Estates have been instrumental in clearing 
some fallen trees on the Rights of Way; however, 
there is still one tree to be cleared but at the time 
of writing this is not blocking the Public Footpath. 
Myself and Wendy will be meeting with Ranger 
Angela in May to discuss the Management Plan and 
sort out the general direction for the next 5 years. 
Some members of our committee are also exploring 
the possibility of suggesting other areas of 
conservation on Midhurst Common, which will be 
put forward in due course to enable our members 
to give their thoughts and views. 
 
If anyone, or you know of anyone, who would like 
to join us on the last Friday of each month to 
contribute to the maintenance of the Heath area, 
please get in touch by our e-mail – 
Friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. I will be 
happy to give details of our work routine. 
 
Enjoy the Springtime.  
Jean 
iRecord 

 
The goal of iRecord is to make it easier for wildlife 
sightings to be collated, checked by experts and 
made available to support research and decision-
making at local and national levels.  Join iRecord 
now to share your sightings with the recording 
community, explore dynamic maps and graphs of 
your data and make a real contribution to science 
and conservation. 

Please log in or register to get started.  You can 
submit records without logging in, but many of the 
site’s facilities will not be available unless you are 
logged in. 
See link below 
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/ 

mailto:Friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/user/register
https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/
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A local event you may be 
interested to attend  
 

 
 

A Talented Photographer 
 
Several of our Heath Team volunteers attended the 
SDNPA Volunteer Ranger Service AGM at the South 
Downs Centre today (30th March). The speaker, Mr 
David Plummer, a professional photographer, gave a 
most fascinating and in-depth account of his 
experiences and the various cunning and persuasive 
methods he uses to capture the wonderful photos he 
showed in his presentation. 
 
Mr Plummer runs courses for the Sussex Wildlife 
Trust, also undertakes photographic tours and 
guided events. He has recently produced a book of 
his work under the title of “7 years of Camera Shake”. 
To view his work and learn about the man himself, go 
to www.davidplummerimages.co.uk. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
MIDHURST PARISH CHURCH 

STRAWBERRY FAIR 
8th JUNE from 2.00 - 4.30 pm 

MARKET SQUARE, MIDHURST 
Cream Teas and Strawberries, Music, Dance 

& Other Attractions, Raffle 
 

Spring 2019 photos 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

(The information contained in this newsletter is, to our knowledge 
and belief, correct at the time of going to press. Queries 

concerning any of its contents maybe sent to  
e-mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon @yahoo.co.uk) 

 

http://www.davidplummerimages.co.uk/
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