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Wednesday 6th November 2019 
To be held again this year at 

The South Downs Centre, Memorial Hall 

7pm for 7.15pm. 
Agenda for the evening 

Welcome and Apologies:  Minutes of 2018 AGM 
meeting 

Matters Arising:  Chairman’s Report 
Adoption of treasurer’s Report:  Appointment of 

Auditor 
Election of Treasurer and committee 

Refreshment break 
Update on the Mngt Plan and discussion  

for the next 5 years 
Guest Speaker: Member of the Bat Society 

Any Other Business and member’s discussion time. 
 

Friends of Midhurst 

Common Voluntary Heath 

Team update  

 

The team has remained fairly static over the past 

year, with most of the volunteers working mainly 

in the mornings, between 10am and 1pm. 

However, some of us stay until about 3pm, 

usually in the winter time when we tend to have 

bonfires. 

We remain true to our task to improve the 

regenerated heath area and maintain the 

beautiful view across to the South Downs from 

the top of Sunset Hill. There are now two seats 

there, the older metal seat remaining in situ. 

Around midday especially, when most have gone 

home from their dog walking duties to have 

lunch, it is wonderfully relaxing to sit on Sunset 

Hill and “drink in” the landscape which lays 

before the eyes; on a clear day it really does 

create the illusion that you can see forever. 

Annual General Meeting 
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The volunteer team continue to cut birch and pine, 

bruise bracken, coppice gorse and over the next 

couple of years or so, create heather scrapes. There 

is one area at the base of Sunset Hill which is being 

taken over by bramble, but this is on our task list to 

be dealt with during the winter months. 

 

 

 

Recently the SDNPA have used Midhurst Common 

for activity visits for groups who wanted to 

experience working in the great outdoors. One such 

group was Positive Pathways, a charity which 

supports and encourages residents to volunteer and 

engage with others in the community in order to 

build skills and confidence which will, in turn, lead 

them towards living a more independent life. This 

group worked with the regular SDNPA Voluntary 

Rangers to bruise and clear bracken on two areas 

on the Common. 
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  The Rangers liaised with the Heath Team before 

undertaking these tasks, in order to confirm that 

their work would be complimentary to our own. 

 

There is always room for more volunteers on our 

team, so if you have an interest in volunteering for 

2/3 hours per month and helping to care for this 

valued area of Common land, please get in touch. 

As the population of Midhurst grows and more 

pressure is put on such areas of Open Access land, 

any help to maintain this facility by members of the 

community is greatly appreciated. 

We work on the last Friday of each month, from 

10am, usually meeting at the base of Sunset Hill. 

We would be pleased to welcome you to our group. 

 

The email address is 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk. 

Jean Hicks 

 

Report on the Bog 

Allotment’s open weekend, 

27 and 28 July 

Saturday was wet and only three people turned up. 

However, Sunday was fine and we had about thirty 

visitors. That’s a big number considering no one 

came the last time we tried this two years ago. 

Thanks and credit for the success this time must go 

to all Jean Hick’s hard work organising and 

advertising the event via posters, leaflets and 

articles. Thanks also to Jean, Jane, Wendy, Stuart 

and Roy for showing people around. It was also 

good that Catherine Beaumont was able to attend 

and talk about the different willows she has planted 

on this allotment. Good too, that she brought along 

baskets she had skilfully made from those willows. 

We are very grateful for all her hard work managing 

and maintaining such a productive and interesting 

site – a wildlife-rich wetland with a purpose.  

 

 
 

 

 

It’s a small restoration and re-enactment of an 

ancient silvicultural industry that was once common 

in the locality up until 1950’s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

By the way, how about a mid-April open day next 

year when the Bog Allotment and surroundings are 

full of bird song and buzz?  Speaking of insects, it 

became apparent near the end of the event that 

many of us had been standing or walking in the 

direct flight path of a band of busy hornets visiting 

a mouse hole under one of the coppice stools close 

by. All credit to these rather scarce creatures for 

being so tolerant and allowing the day to go so 

well. 

Easy come, easy go – that’s the Bog Allotment for 

you. Or, maybe it’s the Buzz Allotment? Yes, a 

change of name has been suggested – any ideas? 

Saturday 2nd November 

Guided Walk  
Starting from Severals Road car park 

Commencing 10.30am for approximately an hour 

The walk to follow the line of Bepton Road 

through usually unexplored woodland  

of Midhurst Common. 

Please wear suitable clothing and footwear. 

Children must be accompanied by a responsible 

adult. 

We look forward to seeing you. 

 

 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
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Sunset Hill – Where is it? 
A short walk for new members of our 

community.  Please pass to someone who would 

like to explore the Common. As with most areas, 

when first moving to a new location, it is often 

difficult to find the places which seem to be the 

most popular for people to visit.   Sunset Hill (once 

known as The Heights), is one such a place.  

1. Carron Lane – the secluded turning off the 

Petersfield Road. Drive (or walk) to the very end 

where you will find a car parking area (free). There 

is also a recreation ground in front of the car park.  

2. Once out of the car, walk back to the top of the 

road and by the entrance gate to the cemetery, and 

take the gravel track into the woodland.  

3. All through this walk, be aware of tree roots 

which protrude from the ground. This is a natural 

phenomenon, so take care not to catch your feet.  

4. Walk along this track, ignoring turnings and 

footpaths to the left and right, until you pass a 

property named “Cherries” which will be on your 

left.  

5. At the junction of paths, take the right-hand 

path and walk straight ahead, ignoring another 

path to the right.  

6. At the next junction, take the path to the left 

(waymarked), which leads along an upward 

gradient.   

7. Continue on this path. As the walk progresses 

you will see a view of open sky through the trees 

ahead.   

8. Continue ahead until you reach the woodland 

edge and a seat looking to the West (see photo). 

9. Walk round the hill to the left, arriving at another 

seat and open view to the South Downs (see photo). 

 

                Seat looking towards the West 

 

10. There are many options of footpaths and Rights 

of Way on Midhurst Common, so you may wish to 

do your own exploring.   

11. After enjoying the view, either retrace your 

steps, or carefully walk down the sloping path on 

the left of the Hill, to the Waymarker at the bottom. 

12. Take the path to the left. Continue ahead, 

ignoring the path to the right, back past “Cherries” 

and on to the car park. The walk will take 

approximately an hour, allowing time to admire the 

view from the top of the hill. 

 

          Seat looking South towards the Downs 

Midhurst Common Autumn 

Litter Clearance 

 

Saturday 9th November. We will meet as usual in 

Carron Lane car park At 10am. If you have a litter 

picker, please bring it with you, although there will 

be litter pickers available. Also please wear suitable 

clothing and footwear and bring along a pair of 

gardening type gloves. Litter bags will be provided. 

Young people are welcome, but they must be 

accompanied by a responsible adult. The morning 
usually finishes by about 12 noon. 
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 Midhurst Museum  

Knockhundred Row. The café/tea rooms premises 

within the Knockhundred arcade is now part of the 

Museum complex and has recently re-opened for 

business MIDHURST MUSEUM TEA ROOMS  

Open Tuesday – Sunday  

10.30am – 4pm.  

Tea/coffee and cake, light snacks, ploughman’s.  

 

 

iRecord 

 
The goal of iRecord is to make it easier for wildlife 

sightings to be collated, checked by experts and 

made available to support research and decision-

making at local and national levels.  Join iRecord now 

to share your sightings with the recording 

community, explore dynamic maps and graphs of 

your data and make a real contribution to science 

and conservation. 

 

Please log in or register to get started.  You can 

submit records without logging in, but many of the 

site’s facilities will not be available unless you are 

logged in. 

See link below 

https://www.brc.ac.uk/irecord/ 

 

 

Autumn 2019 photo 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
(The information contained in this newsletter is, to our knowledge 

and belief, correct at the time of going to press. Queries 
concerning any of its contents maybe sent to  

e-mail:friendsofmidhurstcommon @yahoo.co.uk) 
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