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N EWSLETTER
Message from our new
Chairman – Andrew Mitchell
I have been aware of Midhurst Common since 1982
when I moved to Midhurst to join Aubrey and George
Melville as veterinary surgeon at what is now known
as The Woodland Vet Centre. For most of that time I
have lived in Carron Lane and have many memories
associated with The Common:
• being disorientated and lost there in the early days!
• The sound of the hooter at 5pm announcing the end
of the working day at Midhurst Whites brick factory.
The bricks were made from local sand and lime from
Cocking. Bricks were made there between 1913 – 1985
• Walking family pet dogs there, starting with our Cairn
Terrier, Fergus and then a long line of miniature
Schnauzers, finalising with Bertie who enjoys his time
there at some point every day
• Beavers, Cubs,Scouts/Brownies, Guides activities on
the Common as our children went through the various
stages
• Sussex Wildlife Trust Fungus Forrays and other
educational walks with Robin & Wendy Crane and their
supporters
• Walking through the Common to the Shamrock (now
the Country Inn), Bepton
• Sitting on the bench at the top of Sunset Hill dedicated
to our dear friend and neighbour for over 30 years,
Tony Beck and his dog Sam

• Family and friends who visit and walk there with us
are always in awe of such a spectacular area so full of
natural history and tales of local residents activities
there over thousands of years
• Sian getting her car stuck in the woods at the top of
Carron Lane and having to call for emergency tow out
by George Melville – all the while berated by her Auntie
Jennie berating her in Welsh words for being so
careless.
• Hurricane in 1987
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So, as you see, Midhurst Common has been an
important part of our family life over many years. My
working life was pretty much all-consuming timewise so
I never became much involved in the management of the
area. I have however been a member of ‘The Friends of
Midhurst Common’ (originally ‘The Campaign to Save
Midhurst Common’) since its inception some 35 years
ago. In August last year I fully retired from work in the
vet practice and found myself volunteering to be
Chairman a couple of months later......
Since then:
I have enjoyed the new challenges and have
volunteered (weather permitting) regularly for the ‘Heath
Team’, been involved in creating a Bat Walk in August,
consideration of how to involve youths in activities rather
than simply shoo them away to somewhere else,
arranging some maintenance of Rights of Ways,
developing walks through the Common which can be
followed on your smart-phone with points of interest pinpointed as you walk along which should increase
knowledge and awareness by local people hope to liaise
with Cowdray Estate and their long-term management
plans for this special area I will soon be attending a
South Downs National Park ‘Pathwatch’ meeting to learn
about monitoring human activity on the Common. In July
I will be attending a course on Community Habitat
Mapping
at
RSPB
Pulborough
Brooks.
I am content in my new role as Chairman but would be
very happy to contest my position with as many others
as would wish to take it on at the AGM on Thursday 1st
October 2020.
Please join The Friends of Midhurst Common – see
details in Newsletter how to do this – it costs only
£5/year. You will get regular Newsletters and a chance
to be directly involved in something worth looking after
for the whole community to enjoy at present and for
future generations to come.
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Chairman’s update
During April I have been attending to 2 important issues:
•

The use of the Common by cyclists who on
occasions have been dumping a lot of litter and
digging to create ramps. The Committee are
considering ways of reducing this activity and
have been in touch with the Cowdray Estate who
now have security personnel regularly patrolling
the area.

•

The 72 dwelling proposal at the Bepton Road
WSCC Depot and former brickworks. The
Committee’s concern is the protection of the
Common from ingress of those living there
causing disturbance to the flora and fauna of the
area, litter, garden waste dumping and simply
increased use of the Common by people who
may not fully appreciate or respect its value to
the local community. I am in communication
with
the
SDNPA
Planning
Officer.

Spring Newsletter
When left to its own devices, nature will follow its own
agenda and, when left unattended by man, will create
new views and new horizons. However, there are one
or two of our volunteers using their exercise time, in an
effort to stem the invasion of pine, by pulling the smaller
plants each time they visit the Common. Other
volunteers have taken photographs, whilst our bird
watching member is keeping an eye on the variety of
species who are visiting the area. I am sure the lack of
invasive noise, the cleanliness of the air and the resulting
improved quality all has a bearing on the species which
are now visiting the Common.
At present the birch have burst into leaf which give our
feathered friends more choice for perching, singing and
searching for mates. Our eyes must scan the various
trees and bushes, in particular the gorse, to see whether
new nests have been created and little cheeps are heard
from a new generation of offspring.

As ever, if you have thoughts, ideas or suggestions on
these topics or any other, please email:
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk and I would
hope to get back to you within 24 hours
Andrew Mitchell – Chairman for 2020 - 21

FoMC’s – A Time of Change
It seems strange writing about the heath area on
Midhurst Common when, in these difficult times, we are
unable to give it the usual attention by volunteers to
maintain the heather, bilberry and other specimens, all
equally important, and still be able to enjoy the
wonderful view from Sunset Hill across to the South
Downs. Since lock-down was put into place, the
Volunteer Heath Team have not been active and, at the
time of writing, it is uncertain as to when we will be able
to come together again and resume our monthly
conservation tasks.

The pine continues to grow albeit at a less prominent
level, but determined to make its mark as time
progresses. As the seasons follow their regular course,
it will be interesting to see the natural development of the
heath area in its unmanaged state and it may be a time
for us to re-evaluate our work schedule and make slight
adjustments, according to the changing environment
which the present climate has brought upon us all.
Change is part of life’s rich pattern, although this change
is more of a challenge. I have no doubt that it is an
opportunity to learn more about our countryside and its
rhythms, in order for us to work more closely with
nature, as opposed to forcing our own ideas onto nature.
Food for thought! Interesting times for us all. Jean Hicks

Date for your Diary FoMC AGM
Thursday - 1 Oct 2020
Venue: South Downs Memorial Hall
Guest speaker: TBC
Start time: 7 – 7.15pm

Spring Newsletter

Life before lock down for the
working party renamed Heath
team

Heathland Aspirations for 20/21.

Page 3

Heath is not meant to be tidy, it is an assortment of
habitats for varying species, but it is easy to become
overly concerned about “getting it right”.

After a very wet and windy winter, we were looking
forward to some good clear and warm weather to
accompany our monthly voluntary task days. In 2019
we were blessed with good weather on each month
until we reached December, when the wind and rain
made up for all the good days we had enjoyed. The rain
was such that our planned BBQ did not happen; the
whole task day cancelled.
As many of you may know, Cowdray Estates now
has a new Head Forester, Nina Williams. Our
aspirations for the heath area will need to be
presented, and possibly chatted through, with Nina
and accepted by the owners of the land on which we
work.
On a slightly different note, our new Chairman,
Andrew, is now monitoring and managing our email
– friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk.

The time between our task day in November 2019 and
the end of January 2020 seemed a lifetime. However,
January did afford a dry and mild day, when one of our
volunteers took on the task of cooking the sausages,
meat balls and onions with the hot dog rolls and mulled
wine, all of which we should have had in December.
The lunch-time feast was much appreciated.
We were looking ahead to planning this year’s tasks,
continuing and updating the Management Plan which
we have been following for about 6 years and watched
the gradual regeneration of both the wet and dry heath
areas.
As a result, the tasks planned for the coming months
are currently on hold. However, this is what is planned
once we are able to return to normal service the plan is
to consider a rotation system over the next few years
for the heather to establish a variation in growth. Also,
there are one or two gorse bushes which would benefit
from coppicing, again allowing variation in growth and
height.
The pine and birch growth is always a challenge and
will need continued attention. Having said that,
consideration is being given to allow some birch trees
to grow on to provide further habitat for the birds. The
height of the trees would be monitored and a possible
rotation system be considered to maintain the variation
in habitat.

At the February committee meeting it was agreed
that a new email address would be created, to be
used for communication with the Heath Team
volunteers and related information regarding tasks
on the heath.
Although I have now stepped down from the
committee after 16 years, I remain involved with the
volunteer Heath Team and Wendy, Murray and
James are still there to represent the volunteers and
keep the committee informed of our tasks.
If you would like to join (or know anyone who may be
interested in joining) our voluntary team on the last
Friday of the month, please contact us by email:
mcvheathteam@yahoo.com.
We will let you know the details. If you are unfamiliar
with the area, please let us know and one of our
volunteers will meet you and guide you to the task
site. Jean Hicks
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Bog allotment photos
These photos were taken in March:

Spring Newsletter

Stay safe
The FoMC committee wish everyone good health and we
hope you can continue to enjoy the common during this
period.

Spring litter clearance
Unfortunately our planned Spring litter clearance was
not able to go ahead this year.
However, as always we have a number of local
residents who are vigilant and we thank you all for
doing your bit to help keep this area of Midhurst as littler
free as possible.

Photos
Please do send in any photos you have re the common
we are keen to keep records.
You can send them via email
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
or our Facebook page: Friends of Midhurst Common
page

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common,
please send an e-mail to:
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
Also look on our website for updates:
www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk and Facebook
page: Friends of Midhurst Common page

