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Spring has arrived  
 

 
 
Metis Homes Planning Application for 75 new dwellings 
at the Bepton Road WSCC Depot and Old Brickworks 
site.  The response to this by SDNPA is that although 
the principle of the development is supported there are 
a number of issues and concerns with the application 
has lead officers to conclude that the application could 
not be supported.  For full details of their response use 
reference: SDNP/20/05059/FUL on their website.     
One of their concerns is protection of The Common 
from approx. 200 new residents having ready access. 
 
• Bog allotment  
 
As this lock down has been a lengthy session, it did 
occur to me that some of you may, at some future time, 
be looking for a slightly different destination to walk to. 
As many of you are aware, Murray Marr has spent 
several years bringing the allotment site in Bepton 
Road into a wildlife haven. It is now well worth a visit 
and an ideal place to wander round to shed some of 
the stress of the day.  
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There are varying habitats now established within the 
site and, with the help of a colleague, Murray has a 
number of different species of willow growing well. 
Willow likes the damp conditions of the site. The 
allotments in Bepton Road are situated adjacent to 
Pitsham Lane and opposite the Bridleway leading on to 
the Common. Continue walking West along Bepton 
Road, past the general allotments; the Bog Allotment is 
tucked at the end of this site, the entrance being slightly 
separate from the last allotment.  
 

    
 
A couple of pallets have been converted into an 
entrance gate. Murray and his two sons occasionally 
work on the site, so Please take your mask with you, just 
in case, and check if there is anyone else there when 
you first arrive. If so, please ensure social distancing.  
 
However, there is enough room on the site to move 
around comfortably. When reaching the bottom of the 
site, close to New Pond, the ground becomes quite wet, 
so watch where you are treading and keep within the 
boundary of the site. As winter turns into Spring, it will 
be interesting to watch the changes on the site and 
welcome the return of both birds and pollinators. Many 
thanks. Enjoy your walk.   Jean 
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  Chairman’s update cont:  
  Information display boards:  
 
Information display boards position and content.   The 
first one is due to be in place very soon we will update 
the FOMC website and facebook.  
 

Missing boundary stones:  
 
 

 
 
 
Boundary Stones – between Midhurst and Woolbeding 
Commons.  We have one still in situ.  Others are marked 
on OS maps along with anecdotal evidence of where 
they might be.  I have investigated their whereabouts as 
much as I can but to no avail. If anyone has any 
information or can help find them, please let me know 
and I will join you on The Common one day to continue 
the search. Andrew Mitchell – Chairman 
 

Adopt-a-Path: is continuing to work well 
with two volunteers taking on a path each. 
   
                          

 
 

 

 
I love Midhurst Common 
badge  
 

 
 
The photo above shows a badge, which reads "I love 
Midhurst Common", being one of three which were 
passed to me recently by a long standing member of the 
Friends of Midhurst Common. This badge was produced 
when the group was established as "The Campaign to 
Save Midhurst Common" a good many years ago.  We 
would be interested to hear whether any of our members 
remember these and whether anyone still has a badge 
tucked away somewhere as a keep-sake. 
 
 
 

 
 

The Annual General Meeting 
of The Friends of Midhurst 
Common:  
 
Date for your diary: Thursday 15 April by Zoom at 7pm.   
 
Members will be sent a link to join the meeting.  For 
non-members, please email me as below and I will send 
you the link.   
 
Looking forward to seeing you there.   
 
Apologies, but you will need to provide your own snack 
and drinks this year. 

Andrew Mitchell – Chairman 
contact:  friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 
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  It is now about 18 months since our last litter clearance 

event on Midhurst Common, when 19 volunteers came 
along to help keep this area tidy.  Since then, as we are 
all too aware, life has taken on significant change and 
litter clearance is one of the many activities which has 
been curtailed, due to the continuing spread of Covid 
19 and Government restrictions. 
 
However, all is not lost, as there are those supporters 
who, when out walking, take the opportunity to pick up 
litter on their tours of Midhurst Common, not least being 
two of our regular Heath Team volunteers, Jane and Bob 
Butterfield. 
 
 

      
 
Before moving to Midhurst, Jane and Bob were regular 
litter clearance volunteers in their home town of Shirley, 
near Croydon. Since moving to Midhurst they have 
supported our regular twice yearly litter clearance events 
and, since lockdown One in March 2020, have kept up 
the good work. They have made twice weekly visits to 
the Common as part of their daily exercise, with bags 
and litter pickers in hand, giving the area of the old 
quarries special attention. 
 
Jane told me;- “During the summer months, after each 
weekend, we made regular trips to the quarry area to 
clear as much litter as we could carry. Over the 
weekends’ families would use the area for picnics and 
for children to play. Most users were very responsible 
and took their litter home. However, a minority of people 
used the area later in the evenings when they lit fires and 
left behind beer and drinks cans/ bottles and other 
debris”. Jane also said that larger items were left by the 
water;- a blow-up mattress and sleeping bags, which 
appeared to be new, a tent, a broken camping chair, plus 
bags of food.  It appeared that most of these larger items 
had been brought in from the direction of Severals Road 
and on one occasion a child’s buggy, which was found 
thrown into the water, could have been used for 
transportation.  A team from Cowdray Estates kindly 
helped with the removal of these larger items. 
 

Litter in Lockdown 
 

As our movements are likely to be restricted for some 
considerable time to come, it is with gratitude that we 
thank Jane and Bob and others like them for 
continuing their dedication to clearing litter and 
helping to keep the Common tidy.  
        

Work on the Heath and a 
Heather Haircut 
 
After what seemed like an eternity, it was a time of 
excitement when, in the Autumn, we were able to 
return to our volunteer work on the Common. We 
concentrated on a central section of heath towards 
the bog area and wooden footbridge, clearing birch 
and pine from amongst the heather.  
 
At the end of the year, we endeavoured to organise 
the loan of brush cutter to clear a swathe of heather 
and maintain the rotation of new growth. However, 
this proved to be far more complicated than expected, 
with Covid 19 rules and regulations still being in place 
and a mound of paperwork to overcome in order to 
borrow the machine for a relatively short period of 
time. Fortunately, a request to the Rangers of the 
SDNPA resulted in Rangers, Kate and Abbi, arriving 
on the Common on 1st December with their new “toy” 
– a Roboflail!  Considerably larger than a brush cutter, 
this machine is guided by remote control, hence there 
is no requirement for the user to be in contact with any 
part of the machine whilst in operation. I arrived on 
Midhurst Common about the same time as Kate and 
Abbi, who came along in the Landrover towing the 
Roboflail on a trailer. I was amazed at the size of this 
machine, which is indicated in the photograph.   

 

 
 
 

 
 

Cont. 
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For those of you who are mechanically minded, this 
amazing machine is a Kilworth Green Climber LV 500, 
manufactured by MDB in Italy. If you put MDB into your 
search engine it will bring up the website where you will 
find the more technical information. 
 
I spent some time watching from a distance as the remote 
controlled Roboflail cut a swathe through the heather as 
it snaked its way along, being carefully guided away from 
the edges of the site. I think Kate and Abbi also enjoyed 
using this over-sized lawn mower! Some of you may have 
seen this machine in action at the time whilst walking on 
the Common.  
 
We have undertaken annual heather cutting for the past 
4 years, so the decision will be taken in the latter part of 
2021 as to whether we need to undertake another annual 
cut or leave this task for a second year before cutting 
again.  
 

 
Midhusrt Common 2021 

 

Bog allotment Pollards 
 
Wild Cherry or Gean 
 
The trunk of the wild cherry was cut back in 2016. The 
main part of the severed upper stem has been leant 
against its pollarded stump to indicate how tall and shade 
bearing this tree would have become if it had been left 
unmanaged. Instead, there was a useful regrowth of very 
straight ten foot poles that were harvested last June. 
Since then a new crop of a dozen healthy shoots have 
started to sprout from the recut stump.  
 
The mature lateral boughs have been left for people to 
enjoy the tree’s all too brief but much celebrated April 
blossom event – alive with the buzz and hum of nectaring 
bees and other insects. You may be very lucky and 
witness nectaring birds too. And of course there will be a 
crop cherries in early summer.  
 

The native gean is the ancestor of the cultivated sweet cherry 
but remains wild and frequent in old woodlands. It can rapidly 
grow into a tall forest tree and yet it often goes unnoticed. The 
tree is also secretive in another way for, despite its cultural 
significance and fine timber qualities, it is scarcely mentioned 
in the historical records. For example, compared to other 
common British trees, there are relatively very few boundary 
cherry or gean place-names mentioned in old manor or parish 
documents. 
 
One explanation might be the wild cherry’s vulnerability to 
fungal infections via axe or saw cut wounds in the autumn and 
winter – the traditional time for coppicing and pollarding work. 
Perhaps this is why the tree was not favoured as a long term 
boundary sentinel. Many marker tree species were pollarded 
over the centuries – not only did they give useful crops but the 
cutting regime itself had a rejuvenating effect even on the 
oldest of individuals.  
 
Time will tell whether this gean will survive a four year cycle of 
cropping in midsummer – a season when fungal spores are 
few and healing regrowth is fast and effective.   
 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common, 
please send an e-mail to: 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

Also look on our website for updates: 
www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk and Facebook 
page: Friends of Midhurst Common page 

 

Photos  
 

 Please do send in any photos you have re the common 
we are keen to keep records.  
 
You can send them via email 
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk  
or our Facebook page: Friends of Midhurst Common 
page 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk/
mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
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