
  NEWSLETTER  

 
 
I have now been acting as Chairman for The Friends 
of Midhurst Common (FoMC) for 2 years and still 
never cease to be amazed how many varied subjects 
come up for consideration.   
 
I am sure that this Newsletter will inspire you to be 
further involved in Midhurst Common, whether it be as 
a member of FoMC or enjoying a walk across The 
Common, taking in the general ambience of the wide 
variety of flora and fauna there is to see there, along 
with a depth of feeling of local history. 
 

 
 
Here are a few recent bits and pieces: 
 

• We have submitted some concerns with the 
Metis Homes application for 70 new dwellings 
on the former Brickworks site and the WSCC 
depot on Bepton Road.  The essence of our 
concerns lies in how a housing estate would 
alter the use of the Common by increased 
human activity especially in the interphase 
with the Common but also increased 
pedestrian and pet traffic on the Common in 
general. 

 

• Murray reported to me that woodpigeon song 
output has been recorded on Midhurst 
Common since 2002. Interestingly he noticed 
that in August this year this has been at a 
record low.  August should be the peak month 
for the bird’s breeding season. It remains a 
very common bird but there is no explanation 
why this has reduced at this time.  Any ideas? 
Sparrowhawks, stonechats, jays, robins, 
chiffchaffs are all regulars.  If you see or hear 
interesting birds or other wildlife, please let 
me know so that I can record our visiting 
species.                                                                                                                                              

Message from our Chairman 
– Andrew Mitchell 
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Murray has also been seeing many butterfly 
species on the Bog Allotment – let me know if you 
would like him to show you round.  Look to the sky 
in case you see one of the white-tailed or sea 
eagles fly over from the Isle of Wight – UK’s largest 
bird of prey. 
 

 

• The Cowdray Estate will soon be felling some of the 
conifers on the Common as part of their woodland 
management.  These trees will not be replaced as 
we are trying to maintain as much heathland as 
possible which should be treeless – the lack of 
grazing herbivores allows conifers and silver birch 
take over. 
 

• In October we had 2 days when the South Downs 
National Park Rangers along with a team of 
volunteers is assisting our Heath Team in the work 
of clearing conifers, silver birch and rhododendron.  
This is mainly in the Wet Heath area to the South of 
the heathland where trees would take the water 
away and so be detrimental to the species of plant 
and animal that prefer this wetland. 
 

Our committee consists of Helen, Murray, Wendy, Steve, 
Nigel, Peter and myself.  Nigel has recently joined and we 
look forward to his input.  James has left during the year 
and I would like to thank him very much for his input over 
many years 
 
We are Planning a speaker evening in May 2022, hopefully 
in the South Downs Centre Memorial Hall to which you will 
all be invited.  The talks will be on matters which affect the 
Common along with observations of things happening on 
The Common.  More information to be found on our website 
as details evolve 
 
Please feel free to contact me for further details on any 
subject concerning Midhurst Common through the email 
address provided in the Newsletter 
Andrew Mitchell – Chairman of ‘FoMC’ 
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Bog Allotment update:  
 
The Wild Cherry pollard is surviving after recutting in 
June last year. It's due to give another crop of poles in 
June 2022. It's important not to cut this tree in the autumn 
and winter months because cherries are prone  
to fungal attack then. 
 
Green Hairstreak; Silver Washed Fritillary and Red 
Admirals about. They like the Hemp Agrimony that's 
colonising here.  
 

 
 

 
 
 

Adopt-a-Path: is continuing to work well 

with two volunteers taking on a path each. 
   

 

 
 

 

 
Volunteering Opportunity 
with Midhurst Common 
Heath Team 
 
The volunteer Heath Team are always ready to welcome 
new members who would like to join our small group, 
working to maintain the regenerated heathland on 
Midhurst Common. 
 
 

 
 
 
We meet on the Last Friday of each month at 10am and 
work until approximately 1pm.  Volunteers are not 
obliged to stay for the whole morning, it is up to the 
individual.  Our task days include clearing birch and pine, 
clearing scrub, coppicing gorse and dealing with the 
ever-expanding amount of bracken. The undulating 
terrain dictates that volunteers need to be fairly sure 
footed.  
If you would like to come along on one of our task days 
to “test the waters”, then please get in touch via the 
Friends of Midhurst Common email:- 
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Feel free to contact us when further details will be sent 
through to you.  
 
Our next task days are – 
Friday 26th November 
Friday 31st December – to work of the excesses of 
Christmas. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you. 
 
Task Leaders of the Heath Team 
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  A massive, big thank you to those members of the 

public who constantly pick up litter over the course of 
the year. We have managed to keep on top of litter.  
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The of The Friends of 
Midhurst Common event 

May 2022: 
 

Look out for the dates and speaker details via our 
website and facebook page. 
 
This event will be opened to all FOMC members and 
members of the public.  
 
We are planning to have a guest speaker and 
opportunity for short update on the management plan of 
the common and of course a much-needed networking 
opportunity. 
  
Looking forward to seeing you all there.   
 
Andrew Mitchell – Chairman 
contact:  friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Litter update  
 

The Annual General Meeting 
of The Friends of Midhurst 
Common:  
 
Date for your diary:  14 April 2022 
 
Details will be sent nearer the time. 

 
Looking forward to seeing you there.   
 

Andrew Mitchell – Chairman 
contact:  friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

 
 
 
How to become a member of 
The Friends of Midhurst 
Common: 

 
 
If you are interested in becoming a member then 
please sign up via our website or get in touch via the 
Friends of Midhurst Common email:- 
friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
Subscription is £5 per year  
 
We produce 2 newsletters a year and plan for a face-to-
face event once a year (if we can).  
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A guided walk  
 
During August Andrew led a couple of guided walks 
around Midhurst Common as part of the MADhurst 
activities.   
 

 
 
Here is a description of the route: 
 

• As we leave Carron Lane car park and walk 
through the cemetery, we will see evidence of 
how treecreepers keep warm on the coldest 
winter nights. 
 

• From there we will see the Pesthouses, 
allotments and a historic paddock surrounded by 
a bank to demarcate the area.  The vegetation is 
different within the enclosure – in what way and 
why? 
 

• On now to the sandpits where we will imagine 
what the landscape looked like pre-brickworks 
and consider why this is an area where a rare 
plant is growing. 
 

• Visit the ponds and consider the possibility of 
creating habitat for Sand martins and kingfishers 
We now walk along the old railway line towards 
Bepton. 
 

• Follow the Serpent Trail Northwards. 
 

• Pass a tree in which a woodpecker has nested. 
 

• Point out a historic Boundary Stone. 
 

• Up to the top of Sunset Hill to see the work the 
Friends of Midhurst Common Heath Team have 
been doing to maintain the heathland. 
 

• Back home, stopping at the new information 
board. 

 
 
If you would like to get a group of between 8 and 15 
people together, I would be happy to repeat this guided 
walk for you.  Email me dates and times you would like 
to do it and I will do my best to fit in with that 
 
Andrew Mitchell – Chairman                                                                                                                               
website:  www.friendsofmihurstcommon.co.uk                                                                                                     
email:  friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk    

Looking for a new opportunity – 
How about joining the Friends 
of Midhurst Common 
committee: 

 
 
Interested in a new challenge please do not contact us if you 
would like to join our committee, we are always looking for 
likeminded people to join us to ensure that we can maintain 
this area for many years to come.  
 
Then please get in touch via the Friends of Midhurst Common 
email: - friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Photos 

 

To contact Friends of Midhurst Common, 

please send an e-mail to: 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk 

Also look on our website for updates: 

www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk and Facebook 

page: Friends of Midhurst Common page 

 

Please do keep sending in any photos you have re the 

common we are keen to keep records.  

 

You can send them via email 

friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk  

or our Facebook page: Friends of Midhurst Common 

page 

mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.friendsofmidhurstcommon.co.uk/
mailto:friendsofmidhurstcommon@yahoo.co.uk

